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The ISP1EAKR took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESE-NTED.
By the 2linister for Works: 'Plan of'

the proposed Merredin to Coolgardie rail-
"way.

QUESTION -WORKERS' HOMES,
FR.EMANTLE.

Mr. CARPENTER (without notice)
:'sked the Premier: lIn view of the fact
lint complaints have been madle that In-

formation with reference to workers'
homes is not easily available, will the Pre-
liier arrange for the distribution of
forms and information genlerully fromn
some public office in the larger centres.

The PRE1AIIER replied: The question
of distributing information has already
ben (lecided by the board, and so far as
P1remnantle is concerned, the distribution
of the pamphlets issued wvill be through
.he Government offices.

BiT. l.S (4)-FIRST REAUTNO.
1. Roman Catholic Church Properly

Amendment.
2. Hirh S9chool Amendment.
3. Fremantle Harbour Trust Act

Amendment.
4. State Hotels.

lIntiodulced by the Premier.

DISRESPECT TO THE CHAiIR.
Air. SPEAKER: I desire to again raw

the attention of hoil. members to the fact
that it is not permissible for themt to dis-
cuss matters or to leave their seals when
a mnotion is being put fromn the (Chair.

RETURN, - RAILWAY
FREMANTLE AND
BUNBURY.

REVENUE,
PERTH TO

Mr. LAYMAN (Nelson) moved-
That there be laid uipont the Table of

the House a retutrn showing the amzount
of revenue earned by the Railway De-
partment for the carriage of goods to
Bun bury fromn Perth and Fremanrtle
during the time since tlre "port to
port" rate (special truck) has been1
abolished, and for the corresponding
mionths of the previous year, as divulged
by the books of the Brunburye goods
shed; also showing the toninage of goods
carri ed by the railwcays from Perth? and
Fresisantle to Danbury during the some
periods; and also the tonnage over the
Jiunbury Jetty to and 'from? the 8.8.

"Wurnalpi" during the samne periods as
shown by the Bunbry Harbour Trust
returns.

It was to be hoped that thle Mfinister for
Railways -would treat the motion a,;
formal and supply the House "'jit the
information at the earliest ioment. le
wished to ascertain wlletller there was any
justification for the statemnents so freely
arid frequrently madie in the South-West,
and mnore particularly in business circles
lo the effect that Ihe Railway Department
was losing a large amiount of revenue by
the abolition of the port to port rates,
There was nto desire to harass the Mlini-
ster or the Government in the matter,
neither was there any desire to hartass
the officers QI the department. He re-
cog-nised that in the Commissioner 'we had
a very keen business ma il. who had only
one fault and that was the desire to make
the railways show a very big profit. That
forced him to the conclusion that it wavs-
not through any recommendation of the
officers of the department, but that it
was rather, because of the policy of the
Government. that the port to port rate
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was abolished. He, however, was not
yet quite convinced that the department
were losing the large amiounit stated. His
desire was to get the information pre-
sented to the House so that it might be
analyvsed and a decision arrived at in the
muatter.

Mr, A. E. PIESSE (Katanning) sec-
onded thle motion.

Question putt and~ passed.

MOTION -RAILWAY VIADUCT
THROUGHI PERTH.

Mr. CALL (Leederville) tooved-
That before any further expendfitutre

i'4 imcurred in the ronsiriiction of
bridges over the railway between West
Perth pnd East Perth stations, it is
advisable that a thorough inquiry be
suede as to the practicability of carryi-
ing the traffic through Perth, by means
of a viaduct.

He said: I realise in submitting- this
motion that we- are dealing with a very
big and important subject, but it is not
by any means new. The matter has been
before the public of Western Australia,
and politicians have been dealing with it,
for the past 15 years. T might place it
on a par with the Perth town hall, and
the results achieved with regard to the
inquiries which have been made may also
be said~ to be on a level with what has
happened in connection with the Perth
town hall. Very little has happened.
However, it is a very important questior.
and a very big one. I am not dealinga
with it from the point of view of Perth
alone. It covers a greater ground than
that, and I hope hon. members will not
look at it merely f rom that point of view.
When I say that its importance concerns
more than the cit 'v of Perth, I am speak-
ing from the point of view of the expenidi-
ture involved in the proposal, a proposal
that has been before the people for the
last 15 years, and which I understand the
railway authorities are dealing with at
the present time. Undoubtedly which-
ever proposal should be finally adopted.
whether wye decide to get over the difli-
enlty by means of bridges over the rail-
way. or by constructing a viaduct, either

plan will involve very heavy expenditure
from which no return wvill be received. It
will be seen, therefore, that the question
concerns, not only the city of Perth, but
the whole of the State, as the intere..
and sinking fund will have to be provided
by [lie whole of the State. I hope hon.
members will remember this. There have
been imany schemes discussed during the
last few year-, in connection with this
difficulty. I am not lhcre to-day to discuss
the qunest ion oC whlether the ditficalty
exists, becanlSe it will be admitted that
the difficulty is a very real one; in fact
it was admitted 15 years ago, when 'Mr.
,John Davies was maniager of our rail-
ways, and more particularly at that time
in regard to the Williani-street crossing.
Ever since that period we have realised
that there is a difficuilty- owing to the fact
that our railway runs through the centre
of the City, in consequence of wvhich the
City is divided into two portions. Some
means must he devised for getting over
the difficulty. If anyone doubts the ur-
gency of doing- something in this regard
it is only necessary for him to go downu
to the Melbourne-road crossing any even-
ing. Anyone who sees the street trafflc
blocked at that point, as it is daily, owing
to the exigencies of running the railway
traffic, will be convinced of the necessit :y
for doing snmetliiner to get over the difi-
culty. while the railway operations are
in progress the traffic is absolutely
blocked at the Mlelbourne-road crossing.
and at many other crossings betweent
West Perth and East Perth. Tme pro-
blemn must be solv-ed, and my object in
moving the motion is to attempt to p~re-
va1il upon the House and Ministers to,
abstain from any expenditure upon the
erection of bridges over the railway.
which I understand is the proposal at
present uinder consideration. They should
abstain from any' stich expenditure until
we find-perhaps by way of further ex-
pert inquiry-which is likely to be the
more pennanent solution of the difficulty.
I do not intend to deal here with the
many proposals that have been mentioned
in thle past. -To my mind the only two
proposals worthy of consideration are
those I have mentioned, namely. bridges

a
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or, alternatively, a viaduct. I1 propose to
confine my remarks to these two schemes.
I am not in a position to say what are
the proposals of the railway -authorities
in regard to bridges. [ have asked que-
lions uporl this subject, but have been
unable to get any information owing to
the fact that the matter has not been
finally (considered. I was anxious to
know which streets tilhey) proposed bridg-
in, and to secure anl estimate of the cost.
1 thiink my motion is well timed, sen
that they have not y et ially arrived at a
decision inl reg'ard4 to thle matter, and I
am hopeful that it is not tuo late to pre-
veiit thle authorities proceeding with the
erection or bridges. I amn led to believe
that they are considering bridges by
reasnn of tile fact that the railway enl-
gineers hare consulted with the city
engineers in regard to the matter. I wish
briefly to point nut the position with
reslpect to bridges across our railways. I
hope to be able to show that it is not
the best proposal for getting over the
difficulty. In the first place, if we are
going to adopt that method of crossing
it will be necessary to erect bridges over
all the streets intersecting the line. This
is thle proposal which, I understand, is
under consideration, namely, that the
whole of the streets from W~est Perth to
East Perth shall be bridged. I go
farther, and say that in the very near
future it will be necessary to hridge the
whole of onr streets between W~est Perth
and Mount Lawley. I understand that
plan., are now being prepared for the
biridging of several streets, and seeing
that the Government have already secured
hand at East Perth for the erection of
loco. running sheds, 1 say it will he neces-
sarv for us to bridge the whole of thle
streets as far as, Mount Lawley. Even
Claisebrook-road will have to be bridged
if the loco. sheds are to be at East Perth,
because the running in and out of the
light engines, and the shunting generally,
will necessitate the bridging of that
street. Byv bridging we will be absolutely
blocking thle whole of the streets from
West Perth to Miount Laiiley, which Will
be a serious obstacle to a number of.
persons8 in Perth, particularly those who

have heavy carting to do. A good deal
-will rest upon the grade of these bridgei.
That is a question I am not in a position
to s-peak upon, but 1 think 1 may safe] 'v%
aniticipate that the grades will ilOt be
much easier than (hat of thle William-
street bridge. If this is so hoit, members;
will see the difficulty that must arise from
this blocking of our streets fromn West
Perth to Mfount Lawley by bridges, having
a grade approaching to that of the
Wiliam-street bridge. Trouble will in-
evitably ensue. At the present time
carters who have to cross the railway
make extra charges against delays, but
if we erect bridges in all the streets it
will be found that the carters will still
further increase their charges as a set-ol
against the provision of extr& power to
haul the freight over the incline. There-
fore, I say the bridges; proposition meals
a very serious bar- to the progress 41f

Perth, and will be a heavy tax onl a great
number of people. NYot only will we have
this trouble, but while w6 are Creating the
trouble, we will be involved in a very'
heavy expenditure. I am given to under-_
stand that the Melbournie-road bridge
will cost a minimum of £C75,000. The
Miniister smiles, but I have iny informa-
tion from a fairly reliable authority. This
bridge will have to be of gr-eat length,
and, therefore, the estimate of £C75,000 is
not likely to be very far out. Pier-street
will have to have a big bridge. Other
bridges will be onl a smaller scale, but
taking them in the aggregate it is safe to
anticipate an expeniditulre of £250,000. 1
think I am, if anything, under the mark in
making that statement. Of course I have
nothing to go on -beyond what I canl
gather from ontside sources, and conse-
quently I am not speaking authoritatively,
but, judging by the number of bridges
to be erected, I say thle cost will total
pretty 'veil £250,000. This estiniate
seems reasonable when we take into con-
sideration the ('laisebrook-road Proposi-
tion, which undoubtedly will have to be
put into effect onc e we have the loco.
running sheds at East Perth. This £250,000
represents a very heavy expenditure from
which no return whatever will be re-
ceived. Obviously, therefore, the pro,-
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position requires very serious considera-
tion. it will cause untold trouble LO
Ministers. The trouble at 'Melbourne-
road ia-day is nothing by comparison
,with what may he expected when the
bridges are completed.

M1r. Lewis: The south side line will
relieve that trouble.-

Mr. GILL: The south side line will not
relieve the congestion of traffic in Perth
created by the carriage of Perth material:
and that is the trouble which will face
MAinisters should they decide to erect
bridges over the railway. The proposi-
tioni I ,utrgest is that of a viaduct. InI
considering- this proposal wve have some-
thing, substantial to go upon. owing to
the fact that thorough investigations barve
been made in the past in regard to this
matter. Fifteen years ago a joint select
committee representing both Houses of
Parliament was appointed to investigale
the question, and having taken evidence
from professional gentlemen, thle niu-
ager of the railways of the State, and the.
engineers, th lecontuittee recommended to
lParliannL that aI viaduct should he -oin-
structed from Trimrns-street to East
Perth as, the best mecans of getting over
the ditticulty. Sonie two years later the
qunestiun was again taken up, and a
R oyalI Commission was appointed to
fur-ther investigate it. This Royal Comn-
mission took evidence from some of the
same officials, and from a iiumber of
others, and eventually recommended th"
construction of a viaduct from Thoinas-
street to East Perth. The Comnussioneis
went "cry fully into all phases Of tlhL

quest ion and made an estimate of tKi,
(sist. Thle reiomimeantion of that Comn-
mlissioo I propose to read to hon. mem-
bers-

The only other method of deatiag
with the question considered was the
construction of a viaduct to carry the
railway over thle City. Tine recoin-
n'cndation of the joint committee fav-
oured this course of action. It was
estimated the work, including land re-
sumption and compensation would cost
£400.000. but as against this- it was
calculated the recoups from the sale or
leas, of land not required for railway

pLILrposeS, and the income from leasing
arches in the viaduct would represent
aL capitalised value of £298,000 as a
set-off against the cost of construction.

Trhey go on to point out other aspects of
(lbe question, finally recommending a via-
duct, practically the same proposition as
was put forw-ard by the joint select corn-
mittee. Seeing that these two bodies,
after having gone fully into the quiestion
and after having estimiates from. engin-
eers, including Mr. Muir and M1r. Thomp-
son, came to this conclusion, I think it
gives sufficient ground to the Government
to stay their hand at the present time and
consider if the viaduct is not a more suit-
able proposition, not wnly for the city of
Perth, but in the interests of the State
itself. A viadutct will undoubtedly get
over a great difficulty, and it will have
many advantages as it w-ill open up thec
whole of the streets and wilt not eat the
cili in L two as the present system does.
The streets may be continued from north
to south and at the same time freer scope
will be given to the railway people, who
will not have to put up with the hind-
rances and delays that are incurred at the
present time, nor will they have half the
responsibility which they have to bear in
connection with the present crossings.
There will also be a big return from the
leasing of the viaduct, and the large rev-
cane thus to be derived 'will compensate
to a consider-able extent for the expendi-
ture iLncun-ed. Of course I realise there
is on~e stumbling-block which will be
raised by the Mlinister and those who
Oppose thle constlruction of a viadncL. InI
taking evidence the Royal Commission
went thoroughly into the matter and ex-
amined all authorities who were available.
Amonngst others they examined 'Mr.
Speight. wvlo did not favour a viaduct,
bilt generally- speaking his opposition was
on) the grouind that it would be necessary
to remove. the goods sheds and goods
yards from the present site, and juidging
from his report lie coldC not See at that
time sufficient rounds for the expendi-
ture, because he considered that some
other proposal -would get ovet the diffi-
culty and be sufficient for a number of
years to come. A number of years have
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elapsed since that time, and now we are
faced with a big difflculty, and the qties-
tion arises as to whether the goods yards
are sufflcient for our present require-
mients, and ev-en if sufflcient for present
requircmeints, will they lie sufficient ini
ten or twelve years' tuime, I say unhesi-
tatingly that they are not sufficient to-
day, and although there will be increased
accommodation when the loeo. sheds are
removed, that increase will only be suffl-
dient to meet present requirements, and
in ten or twelve years it will be necessary
to remove the goods yards to sonic other
locality where there is more accommoda-
tion. That is the point I wish to make
in connection with the tw-n propositions
I have mentioned. Should the Govern-
mient decide to proceed with the construc-
tion of bridges, which will involve a
heavy expenditure fromn which there will
be no return at all, can it be said that
those bridges will be a permanent solu-
tion of the difficuilty, or will they not be
only temporary expedients that will have
to be removed in a decade or so?7 If the
bridges are not a permanent solution, it
is the duty of the Government to post-
ponie the carrying ant of these works;
but should they decide to construct a via-
duct, that will undobtedly be a permanent
solution, and although the initial expendi-
ture will be heavier than the construction
of bridges. still having rega~rd to the in-
terest which the viaduct scheme will re-
turn, the actual expenditure will be con-
siderably less thtan that which would be
necessitated on the bridges. I say that
the -Ministry would be justified in stay-
ing their hand until they have gone fully
into this question, with the object of ar-
riving at a definite and permanent solu-
tion. I hope .that the Government will
follow the course I have indicated in the
motion, so that we will not have, as we
have had before, one Government ex-
pending money to-day and some other
Government in; a few'years' time having
to pull down and destroy what has cost
the contry a good many thousands of
pounds. becpnse of a short-sighted policy
or because a matter bad been treated as
one of expediency. It was only two or
three years ago that we lengthened and

strengthened the Beautfort-streer bridge,
and in the following year we had a re-
port from the Commissioner of Railways
saying that it was necessary to wake a
further extension of the bridge. That
sort of thing& means the piling up of the
public delbt in a manner that is not in
the interests of the people generally. v To
prevenit a recurrenee of such waste, I
have very much pleasure in inovin~q the
motion.

Mr. HE1TMIANN (C'ue) : I second the
motion.

On motion by the Minister for Mines,
debate adjourned.

-MOTION-ABAT'rOIRS AND ('IL-
TAiNG WORKS AT GERALDTON.

Mr. DOOLEY (Geraidron) moved-
That this Ho use is of opinion that

in the interests of the health and con-
venience of the pztblic of Geratdt on,
and for the purpose of meeting the re-
quirements of the farmers, fruit grow-
ers, and pastoralists of the surrounding
districts, the establishment of abattoirs
and chilling works at the port of Crer-
aldton is an immediate necessity.

He said : In moving this motion I have a
dual object in view. In the first place, I
desire that the interest,; of the settlers oL'
the Oeraldton and Murchison districtsi
shall he considered, and in the second
place I desire as far as possible to give
effect to the princilple of decentralisation.
Before discussing the motion generally, I
would like to make a few of what may
be termed discursory remarks. It is not
generally known that Geraldton and dis-
trict have been of very great imiportaneu!
in the economic development of - this
State. particularly in the early days of
its existence. Of course, it may be said
that the fact of Geraldton being to a cer-
tain extent a back number now is because
the district is not so piroducetive anld has;
not as great possibilities at the present
time as it had in those days; bitt T would
like to point out some of the reasons that
have conduced to Geraldton being in a
somewhat backward position to-day' . One
reason is that the breaking out of the
goldfields on the eastern side of the State
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diverted attention from the northern
settled districts, and in conseuence all
the expenditure and influence was first
given to the goldfields areas and then
drifted down towards the southern and
south-western portions of the State.
That, in conjunction wvith the fact that
previous Governments have not done
their duty to the northern districts, is the
chief reason why the Qeraldton district
is languishing to-day. To give anl
illustration of this sort of neglect I would
refer meurbers to a publication issued by
the Minister for Lands lately and called
The Settlers' Guide. I notice that in that
publication there are more than 100
illust ratio ns, and the booklet is nicely
prepared and well got uip, but there is
not one which makes any reference to
Oeraldton or illustrates any point of in-
terest with regard to that centre. I think
that a publication such as that, the osten-
sible object of which is to advertise the
resources and interesting parts of the
State, shouild give equal ednsideration to
every part. I notice that opinions ha%,e
been canvassed from all other portions of
the agricultural districts, bit not one
reference is- made to Geraldton. In
future when such publications are being
compiled I think it would be well, i n
order to do justice to the wvhole of the
districts, that the opinions of total news-
papers or land agents should be given
some prominence, with a viewv to giving
information as to the facts of interest
connected with the various districts.
Another fact to whic~h I would draw at-
tention is that Geraldton ranks ait least
third or fourth in the list of ports in
this State, and it is also the oldest mining
district in Western Australia. if not in
Australia. the Northampton mining fields
having been discovered something- like 60
years ago. This was als a pastoral
country of very great possibilities in those
early days, and to-day the hinterland that
Geraldton sen-es is the g-reatest sheep
and cattle raising- district in the central
-and south-western division of this State.
We ship considerably more wool from
Geraldton thin is shipped fromn any
other port, and as a lamb-raising country
it is agreed on all sides to be one of the

finest in the State. Another fact that
cannot be emphasised too strongly is that
Geratdton and the surrotuding country
was the original granary of this State.
Coming- to the question of freezers or
chilling works for Greraldton. I would like
to point out that Geraldton, in spite of
all these diticutties, and of tire lack of
proper attention in past years by differ-
ent Governments, is coming along at a
fairly rapid rate so far as p)opuLlation is
concerned. The result is that the health
of the community is now becoming a very
serious. matter for consideration. The
necessity for abal toirs is hecominK more
pressing daily. We have three or four
private slaughter-hIouses scattered i
different Parts of the district adjaentt
to Geraldton, and that is not conducive
to a proper safeguard of the public
health. In one instance we have a private
slau~ghter-hiouse something like liv-c iles
in one directioln, and the nest is' sonic-
thing like four mniles in the ppposite
direction, and the other is tine and a-half
or two mniles in another direction. These
places are isolated in the surrounding- bush
and scrub, which makes inspection rather
a difficutlt anti a cotstly matter. Trie are
splendid sites, for abattoirs; close to Oar-
aldton and they could be constructed
there as cheaply as in any oilier place in.
the State. and the advantage, of course,
would be that the public hecalth would
be made mrie secure by having the
slaughtering and distribution of the meat
supply of the town on a more favourable
footing so far as inspection is conceiried.
That heing- so. and seeing that it is abso-
lutely imperative that it should be
brought about at an early date, I take
this opportunity of saying- that, were the
question of chilling works considered in
conjunction with the ahattoirs., [ feel er-
tamn the Government would be able to
take the two together and deal with them
more economically and expeditiously. and
in a more practical way than if the
propositions wvere considered apart. It
is given out on all sides that the Gerald-
ton district is without any doubt or
exaggeration one of the best for lamb
raisin! and the reasont of that is because
of its splendid pastoral land, its clean and
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sweet countr rv, anid because its climate is
Considerably milder than that of districts
further south or east. And the result is
that lambs mature and become ready for
t he market three weeks earlier than any-
where else, but the only markets at pre-
sent are Fremantle and Perth. There is
a distance of 300 miles, and considerably
imore in some cases, to get to market,
and when wve consider that a lamb.
according to the aut horities, wvill lose
three to four pounds in weight during
transit, ini addition to being knocked

albouit. and~ to say nothing of the cost.
which amounts from Is. 6d. to 2s. per
head lo send[ them to market, it is a v'ery
serious mnatter for the farmiers in those
districts. Those farmers are on fairly
Sri:]]) holding.,slind emflj)fflent13' they
have t o utilise their land to the very best
adivan tage, and it is geuerally' agreed that
mixed farnii nt is thLe moist economical and
most profitable method in these days.
Willi regard to the question of expense.
p revious Governments have stated that
they' expected a guarantee of 10,000
lambs before such an undertaking could
hie considered, but I do not think it is
dealing fairly with those people to re-
(quire such a gnurantee when all the car-
eumrsta uces are taken into consideration.
WVe know very well that until a concern
is established and a venture is properly
wade known, we cannot expect customers
or possible customers to give any guar-
antee. One other State has taken up
this matter and such a suggestion or pro-
position as a guarantee was never men-
tioned. Taking South Australia, we fid
that that State ran a similar business for
a matter of five years before it could ho
regarded as a success.

Mr. Heitmana: Where did they have it
established?

Air. DOOLEY: At Port Adelaide or
Diry Creek. It has been established some-
thing like 17 years. and for the flirst five
years there were absolutely no profits at
all, but it always paidl working expenses.
The total value of the stock dealt with
in the first year, 1895-6l. amounted to
something like £50,408 14R, 7d.. aind by
1903-4 the buisiness had increased to a
value of £C97.143 S s. 4d. I think that

should show that with a business of this
kind, if the country which is being served
is Of a Suitable nature, we need have igo
fear- regarding the scheme turning out a
financial success, particularly when we
consider that abattoirs, would have to he
built and by ding so we would consider-
ably minimise the original expense, as5
we could arrange the buildings in such a
wt' va as to provide for the expansion of
trade. The question of supplying the
necessaryv sheep is one in regard to which
I have canvassed wide opinions, and I
ind that the generall concensus of opinion
kthat before thle concern would be estab-

lished anything like two or three years,
instead of 10,000 head of lambs being
sup)plied, growers could supply at least
65,000 or 70,000 head.

Mr. Heitmauno It will mean going in
for export.

Mr. DOOLEY: Both for export and
for thme local market; the two could be
taken together.

Mr. Ileitnialn: You mean the 'West
Australian market?

Mr. DOOLEY: Yes. Dealing with the
stock that a farmer has, November is the
best timne for him to market it. If he
has to keel) it atter t hat the stock de-
teriorates and coInsequently he loses on
it. Lambs are at their higihest maturity
for market about November, and if there
were freezing or chilling works the far-
mer could provide for slaughtering the
lambs at that time and holding the car-
cases in reserve to meet the requirements
of the market. In view of the fact that
the State is running steamships along
the coast. it would be a very simple pro-
position to convey the stock to Fremantle,
and we could arrange to work in conjunc-
tion with other dep~ts in regard to ex-
port to other ports. I would like to point
out the number of places that would be
served and that would be prepared to
uitilise chilling works should they be es-
tablished. Taking an area northi of the
Rockhanmpton district, I have received ad-
vice from nine holders in connection with
this matter and the number of lambs they
could supply. if reasonable facilities are
offered, wvould amount to 1,100 head,
ranging from as low as 300 to 2.500 head
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per holder. That is in the northern dis-
trict within a distance of 40 miles.

Mr. Hfeit-mann: Are they big land
owners or small?

Mr. DOOLEY: Some are big and some
aire not. Tnek~ded in them are settlers on
the Oskabella estate, which is a repur-
chased estate taken uip in late years, to
the very great advantage of that district.
And there are four holders who have land
in what is termed the Bowes area; that
is another repurchased estate. There are
two holders on one portion of that area
who are prepared to supply 2,000 head.
Coming to another portion of the Bowes
area, there are four settlers, and I am
informed that there are others who would
be prepared to send along 2,000 head.
Coming to the MNt. Erin estate east of
,that particular area, another repurehased
estate and rich country, we have eight
settlers who feel confident they would be
able to supply at least 2,500 head. These
are all small farmers who are trying to
do their best in the way of mixed farm-
ing; but as I have already stated, they
have had no outlet for anything of this
kilid, because the distance to Perth is too
great and because the wastage and cost
of haulage to Perth is so very excessive
that it has been out of the question.
Conseqnently, the district has languished
for want of the facility that I am asking
the'House to provide at Geraldtou.

Mr. Heitlmn: I do not think it pays
on those areas around Northampton.

Mr. DOOLEY: It does not pay at pJre-
sent. for the reason that they cannot
make it pay because they have no market.
We have heard talk of the operations of
a meat ring and so forth around Perth
and Fremantle. I have had farmers tell
-Me that they know for a fact it is op-
erating detrimentally to them if they at-
tempt to get stock to Perth or Fremantle
fromt this distance. Then we come to
another area, what is known as the East
'Chapman. There we have a dozen people
-and their quota to the proposition would
amount to 3,000 head, Next we come to
Moonvoonooka. where there would be
something like 1,000, and from the New-
-marracarra neighbourhood within twenty
miles of Geraldton there would he an-

other 3,000 head from four or five hold-
ings. Next, coaling to the Cireenouig
Flats, back and front, we would get some-
thing like 8,000 bead and from about
Dongarra, 'Mingetiew, and Irwin 10.000
head; also from Yandanooka and Arrino
and the new settlers down there wve would
get 10,000 head, while ()arnamnab and
Coorow would suipply 2,000 head. Then,
taking the Northern railway as far as
Mullewat and Kocka tea wve would get
something like 2,500. NYaturally, 1 do not
wish to make public the namnes of these
gentlemen, but they are all hona fide.. and
I have the names here. These gentlemen
have all considered and discussed the
question, and they believe that this would
he a fair and reasonable estimate of what
they would be able to supl)y to such a
place. Farther north we go onl to thle
Munrchison,. and Find ar, Yalgoo, Barnong,
Wurarga and Twin Peaks would supply
7,000 head, making a grant total of
65,000 head of lambs that could be sup-
plied, providing the facilities are given
for these people to market their stock.
Ithink this should he suthirient earnest

of the intention oi..desire of the people
of Oeraldton and tlio district surrounding
it, that they are anxious and willing to
facilitate a lproposition of this kind, but
We Must also take into consideration the
by-products. South Australia in that re-
spect shows a very decent return. Of
course they a.re so well developed in
South Australia after seventeen years
that the industry is onl a fairly big scale,
ijid their output amounts to something
like 197.000 carcasses a year. Those were
the figures Inst year. I merely mention
these figures to interest the House by
way of comparison. The output last year
in regard to by-products was 636 casks
of firstt-grade tallow, 460 casks of second-
grade tallow. 12 casks of medium-grade
tallow, and 93 cask-s of mixed beef and
tallow, making a total of .501 tons. 5 cwt.
of tallow. Othier hy-p roducts were, 226,
tons of hone manure. 57 tons of blood
manure, and 16 tons of poultry' meat meal.
making a total of 300 tons 11 cwt. These
items are worth rousidering in approach-
iug the question of ehilling works. Not
only should we encourage the pruimary in-
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dostries in the country, hut we should at-
tempt to develop the secondary indus-
tries as far as we can, pairticularly when
we are placed under such disadvantages
ais compared with the more highly de-
veloped centres of the Eastern States. I
conitend that Oeraldton is well stited for
indut~ries such as fell inurgery and tan-
ning. and a tot of the trades and mnanu-
factures pertaininge to that class of work.
By making a start in this direction we are
help~ing along- the industrial development
of an out);j ing centre thot has been in the.
piast too much neg-lected. and neglected
in) a very unfair manner as 1 have indi-
cated in reg-ard to lack of knowledge and
lack of advertising suchi as in the Settlers'
Guide. Those aire instances idl itillLences
lint have kept thant part of t he country

back.
Mr*. Heitmann : Thet people themselves

have not been very progressive.

Mlr. l)OOLEY: They have had to
hratile against great odds-. BReing one of
1he earliest settlemeints in this State the
dlistrict becanme practically a slave to the
old Conservative system which was in-
grained in it. The pastoral industry was

satdthere in the first place, and land
settlement was kept back because of the
inequitable land laws and adilnistration
that went on for a long time.

Air. SPEAKER : This discussion is
getting out of order.

Mr. DOOLEY: T did not intend to get
away from the substance of the motion,
but it was on account of the interjection.
I thought that the information would ac-
count f or tire backwardness of the Oar-
aldton district. A -ra deal depends
upon this nialler. If proper conisidera-
tion is given hy tire Gov-erment to a pro-
posal like this, it will not only benefit the
people in that district. but it will benefit
the whole State. becauise it will assist ver v
materiall -y in solving the question of the
Scarcity of meat supply. If the stock,
particularly ntton and lamb, is slaugh-
tered under Government control at Ger-
aldton. the markets, in differenit centres of
the State can be supplied at reasnable
prices. The Government will know ex-
actly how the markets are working. and
1hat there are no ulterior influences at

wvork iii regard to rigging the market
or inflating- prices. I hope the House
will consider the motion. I hope mem-
bers will give it every possible considera-
tion.

A~E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) : I second the mnotion.

(in motion by the 3Minister for Lands,
debate adjourned.

RETUrN--TOBACCO ANT) LIQUORS
FOR STATE HOTELS AND
ST EA7U SHIPS.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) moved-
i/tat there be laid upon the Table a

return showing:-1, T he prices paid for
cig fars, cigarettes, and tobacco, spirits,
beer, stout, aerated waters purchased
for sale at the State hotels and State-
steamships for the twelve mionths ended
July 31, 1912. .2, Names of the persons
RUp plying same. 3, Quantities of each
supplied to eachi irtitution for the
period namned. 4, The prices of recent
tenders for supply during the ensuing
three years, and the -names of the wec-
cessfzd tenderers-

He said : The Premier hadl recently
asked what was the object of bringing
forward tbis motion. The Premier was
bringing forvard a comnprehensi ve Bill
dealing wvith the liquor traffic, and the
information asked for in the motion would
be very beneficial to members 'when that
Bill came forward so as to contradict
mianiv of the bogies that would be raised.
Anothier object was to see whether the
1'ender Board gave full consideration and
justice to the local marmuifacturer's of
cigars arid cigarettes-. Of fenders re-
cent ly received, out of seven there were
six for importedl stuff. We had three
local manufacturers of cigars and cigar-
cites; and taking the cigars as a criteriou
of the quality of the article they turned
out. they compared very favourably with
the makers of thre imported article. One
thing to be on guard aigainst in. connec-
tion with the imported cigars was that
we should not accept prison-made stuiff
and cheap rubbish. If one cigar air ex-
pert had pulled to pieces before bim a few
dayvs preliously was a sample of what
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[lie Government were going to serve out
iii connection with some of the tenders it
would be very unfair. Taking the re-
cords of locally made agicles supplied to
the railways and other institutions, there
would not be much fault to find wvith the
loeal products. We should build tip
local industries, and the only way to do
it was to support local manufacturing
from our primary products. He hoped
the Premier would offer no objection to
placing this information before the House.

Air. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) seconded
(lie motion.

Question put and passed.

BILTrSHEARERS' AND AGRTCUIL-
TUBAL LABOURERS' ACCO-M-

DATON.
Second Reacting.

Debate resumed from the.141h August.
Hin. T. MITCHELL (Northam) :The

member for Gascoyne in introducing this
Bill tld us that so far as it affected
shearers it was approved by this House
last session. Ats the Bill is before mem-
bers at the present time, however, it pro-
vides accommodation not only for shear-
ers and shed bands. but also for aogricul-
I ural workers, and in thsat regard the in-
novation is of importance and must re-
ceive careful consideration. We all ap)-
prove of wvorkers being comfortably and
adequately' provided for. So far as shear-
ers are concerned, I understand that the
pastoralists have for the most part al-
ready provided the aceomnmodat[ion asked
for in tile Bill. The mover did not tell
us, that the farm hands had asked to be
included: in fact, he touched very lightly
upon that part of the measure. If we are
to consider all workers. I would like to re-
mind the lion. nieniher thlit there are men
working oii the poldficlds who, probably
are less comfortaly plieed than those
who are working anywhere else, and if
members are to consider the housing- of
workers generally, those who are on the
gzoldfields shotuld not be forgotten. I
remember when in Boulder some time
ago, seeing a number of humpies or build-
ings that were in my opinion totally in-
.adequate for the purposes to which they

were putt. It has to be remembered also
that the residents of the goldfields live
under very uniipleasant conditions in the
way of high temperatures and dust, nod
other things which tend to add to their
discomfort. I notice that there is a clause
in the Bill which complels sliearers to
keep their huts clean and that a pen-
alty limited to £5 is provided for. I
think the bon. member has acted wisely
there. It would be well also if a similar
clause were to be made to apply to the
houses which will be occupied by agri-
cultural workers. The mover evidently
knows all about the pastoral industry,
but I am not so sure that he possesses
quite the same amount of knowledge in
regard to the requirements of the agri-
cultural workers. The coiiditions are
totally different. Stations are situated a
great distance apart. In some eases, as
nmuch as 100 nmiles separate them, and
when a man goes to a station to undertake
shearing work, it is not oni easy matter
for him to move to the next shed]. In
the aigrictilttiral districts the farms are
placed close -to each other, and aS good
meni are always in deniand, the result is
that a worker, if lie is not satisfied with
the conditions on oiie farm, can easily
move on to the next. If it man can act
independently when there is a demand for
his services he can insist upon the condi-
(i ons under which lie is working being
made fairly comfortable for hini. ' Agri-
culttural work is entirely different from
pastoral work. A farmer must have his
work done when his season demands, and
everyoine knows that it is impossible to
say how many men will be needed at
harvest time. For instance, the wvheat
farm may require the services of a few
men while [lie farmer who makes hayv may
need ai large number and the work has
to be done in a short time. It is im-
possible to say on a farm up to 1.000
acres in extent ho w uman men ight be
required during a rushled season. it
does seem to me that wve must coiiider
the position of our ag-rienltnrists also.
The harvesting of the crop. whetheri it
be wheat or apples or potatoes. must be
done, and if it dlid happen that [lhe farmer
bad insufficient housinO accommodation
in accordance with this measure, it ought
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to he possible for him to provide tem-
porary accommodation. When the Bill
is in Conimittee, therefore, I intend to
move in the direction of inserting a new
clause to provide that agricultural work-
ers who way be temporary workers be
accommodated in tents. I hope that the
provision will be accepted by the lion.
member in charge of the Bili, because it
may Often happen that a farmer who is
not ill anr old settled district wvillI tinid imi-
self coimpl)lled ito put tip his temiporary
workers in this wo v. I tlink also that we
should p~rovide for the exemption of nlew"
selliers filr a itpeiod of at least thnrec
yearis. We knowt it is impossible whleu
fitting the work ot con queri ng tlie formest s
even inl lie wheat belts, to say noting (if
( lie Sout h-West, for thre settler to do Verty
much in thle way of providing house at -

conuinodation even for himself. I hope
that the lion. member will aigree. if tire
Bill is to ap ' l~v to till agricultu risi s. to
defer the conning into Operat ion of' its
prov~tisionis for at least twelve miondw bls e-
cause with the busy seais',n coiming uipon
thne farmers. they vwillI find it difficnuIt to
set to work to lbuiId houses, andu. arter all.
that is what they will have to do if tne v
are to prmoide accommodation for their
workers under this measure. I wish it to
be distiiictl v nndestood that T agree that
that should be done. In niost cases it has
already been done; still we must
provide for our newly settled dis-
tricts, but. at thne same time we
must remember that the farmer is not
like the squattei: lie is not a rich mail
and hasn manyv troubles to contend with.
We know that last Year's crops were not
good inl ever ' district and in those places
where those onl thre land suffered in con-
sequence, it would not be possible for
thienm to provide accommodation except of
a mearcr kind. We must remember also
that thle farmer has to piay many taxes in
preparing- is land for cultivation and all
these tliines; operate against him. Mfost
of our new settlers in the first year or
two of the work oin their farms we know
live in camps. and the 'y are the people
who should for a time he exempt from
further imposts. There is also a clause
in the Bill which provides for the ap-
pointment of inspectors. I believe that

the police should be asked to undertake
this work. If the country is to pay an
army of inspectors to visit the farms and
stations throughoiff tile year, tine adminis-
tration of this nmeasu re will be very costly
indeed. The police call niake the itispec-
tions very comfortably. It is already
their duty to visit farms from time to
time, and in most places the police eon-

stable is a well-known cliaracter. and
therefore I doubt whether anyone else
would do the work as well or- bring about
tirhe results that the lion. member desires.
We inust all agree that the hion. member
b) i interesting himself in this question,
,deserves tine thanks of the House. We
agree t hat everything that can be done
to make these people comfortable should
lie lone. When we are dealing wvith the
measure in Committee, however. .I hope
the lion. member will listen to the nrgn-
menits wvhich will he put forward hy agri-
euillura] members, and it is fortunate that
every one of them Ponic from old settled
districts where the fairis arc fail]% well
equipped. Therefore, when we ask that
considera tion be shown ito the newer
settlers, the lion. member ill understand
that we shall do so with a knowledge of
thie reqiiremnnts of the people anid not
with the object Of preventing acommoda-
tioui being eventually provided onl every
holding. We want the Bill whlen, it be-
comes law to he reasonioble. and( in the
meantime we wvant the House to consider
the man who for the present is unable,
and for some time to come may be un-
able, to employ men, unless th provi-
sions now appearing in the Bill are con-
siderably modified. I repeat that lion.
members onl this side have no( objection
(a the mealsure. A!! that wye ask is that
when it is put into operation, sufficient
notice be given, and wye ask that consid-
eraition be shown to those who so far have
not been abie to provide themselves with
adequate accommodation.

Mr. NANSON' (Greenough) :So far as
thre portion of this Bill dealing with
shearers is concerned, it only provides for
what has already been undertaken in the
vast majority of instances by the pas-
loyalists. Whlen, however, w e comie to
Part .3 of tho Bill dealing with accommo-
daition for amicnltural labourers, we ap-
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proatli more controversial grounds. The
ag-ricultural industry in this State cannot
be regarded as standing entirely in a class
by itself; it is rather an industry corn-
posed of various classes. We have the
higher developed farm where no possible
exception can he taken-indeed it is
highly desirable that no exception be
taken-to providing the persons engaged
as labourers on such a f armi with adequate
accommodation. On the other hand, we
have another very large class, referred to
by the member for Nartharn, who have
only just embarked upon a career of
farming, and in many cases whose efforts
aire in such a stage that they can scarcely
be said to have become farmers in the
Sense of cultivating the land, because,
xvhen at man -first goes on the land in this
country unless he is in the fortunate posi-
tion of being able to buy an improved
farm, his energies are k~ept fully em-
ployed for some considerable time in
fencing- and clearing, and otherwise mak-
ing land ready for cultivation. I notice
that the definition of agricultural lab-
ourer in the Bill is made to include every
person emp~loyed for any period exceed-
ing 24 hours by an employer in agricul-
tural or pastoral work of any kind. This
illustrates one of the dangers of the Bill
in its present form. Unless that defini-
tion be made more definite, assuming- the
Hill becomes law in its present form, the
law courts wvill probably he called upon
to decide at no distant dlate what is agri-
cultural work. Are we to say that a per-
son eaged in clearing land is engaged
ini, arienu nrat work, or t hat a person en-
gage(d in fencing or ringbarking is en-
gaged in agricultural work? Really all
these operations precede the actual work
of farming ])roper, and if we are to have
legislation providing for the accommoda-
tion of the farm labourer it is highly de-
sirable we should have absolute clearness
in regard to our definitions. When first
a man goes on the land he has to rough
it to a considerable extent. He puts up a
tent or bumpy of some sort for a begin-
ning. Are we to suppose that from the
moment he commences to clear his hold-
in g, although he may be content with
rude camping accommodation for him-
self, he is to provide, for whatever canual

labour he may employ to assist him iii
the operation of clearing, accommodation
of superior description ? I can quite uin-
derstand the need for providing for ac-
commodation when the farmer has actm-
ally got to work on purely agricultural
operations, but when hie is making his
land ready for farming work, when he is
still in the camping stage himself, if the
restrictions imposed are made too severe
the reflex action of legislation of this
kind will be to discourage. people going,
on the land and also to discourage thme
employment of labour by persons who
have already gone on the land. It is
noticeable in the part of the Bill dealing
with the accommodation of shearers that
the accommodation to be provided is set
forth with considerable particularity; but
when we come to Part 3, dealing with
the accommodation to be provided for
agricultural labourers, everything is
vague, and nothing is laid clowvn definitely.
We are told that every employer shall
p~rovide proper, adequate and sufficient
accommodation for the agricultural lab-
ourers employed by him; but there is no-
thing, or very little indeed, within the
four corners of the Bill to suggest what
is proper, adequate and sufficient accoi-
modation. It is true that, as far as sleep-
ing acdmmodation is concerned, the
amount of cubic air space to be provided
is specified, while it is also provided that
if there are more than twvo agricultural
labourers to be accommodated, they must
not have their meals in the r-om in which
they sleep. Except for these two par-
ticulars everything is vague and depend-
cut upon the power given to make regula-
tions under the measure. It is a favourite
device of Parliamentary draughtsmen,
which I venture to think is followed too
freely' in this State, to leave a great vari-
ety of matters to regulations which have
no place in the schedule of the Bill This
Bill is a noticeable example of the enor-
mous powver given to whatever Govern-
ment happen to be in office to make regu-
lations under the Act. Surelyv when we
consider the condition of the ag-ricultural
industry in this State. when we remember
that a large number of the farmers are
still pioneers in the fullest sense of the
term, still in the very initiation or their
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enaterplrise. we should be careful not to
place onl the statnte-book merely vagne
provisions andi then leave to the Gov-
erment of the day, the powver for put-
ling those provisions into more definite
form by regulation. Let us know whlat
we are to be asked to pass; let us know
specifically what is the precise nature of
the accommodation demanded, both in re-
gard to the developed farm and in regard
to !and( only' just taken uip in order to be
made ready for cultivation. Then wvhen
we know IFrom a peruisal of the Bill, when
we are putl in possession of those facts,
we %hall he better able to judge as to
whether legislation of this kind is wvar-
ranted ii' the Iiterests both of the worker
in t he agricultoiral industryadote

employer.

MIr. A. E. PIESSE (Katanning) : We
onl this side of tile House realise that it
is reasonable aid fail- that properl ac-
connmoda tion suld be Jprovided. parti-
cularly in regard to shearers. We are also
at one with thle lion, member whlo inutro-
duced the Bill in agreeing that in some
instances it is Ilec~ssan' that aeconuno-
dattion should he providied for the agri-
cultural labourers. But,. as pointed out
htr the member for G reenough, the pro-
visions o)f thle Bill dealing with the ac-
commodation or agricultural labourers are
surrounded with very great difficulties.
We all know the many- hardshlip oPS 011ew
settlers have to putl up with, and those
who arc conversant with the settlement
'low goin~g on ini outlying districts know
only- too wvell that t hose settlers have little
or no aceommodation for themselves and
their families. 'fherefore I think that
these provisions in the Hill are illoppor-
lttl~e, and have beeni drafted wit limit a
proper knowledge of the real position.
The hot). ienlibe,- who it roduced I he Bill
is quite in earnest in regard to this
matter. huat I am certain lbe is not pos-
sessed of the true position of affairs in
the agricultural districts. It is the dream
of every settler upon the land to have a
decent homestead, but we must give him
reasonable time in which to realise this
dream. and ve Must first p~ermit hJim to
produce something farom the land in
order that he may be able to provide the

accoummrodation demanded in thle Bill.
Clause 2 provides exemption for pastoral
employers of fewer than eighbt shearers.
Apparently the lion, member realised that
the provisions of the Bill might impose
a hardship upon01 the small sheep grower.
If the lion. member was of that opinion
when he drafted the Bill, why, if only in
order to be consistent, did he not provide
similar exemption in Part 3 of the Bill,
which deals with agricultural labourers ?
T hope the hall. member will either
agree to the anjeodment of the de-
finition of agricultural labourer, or ex-
else Part 3 fromt the Hill. I am
certainly of op~inion that it would be
better to eliminate the whole of that
part than) to pa3ss it ill its p~resenlt form.
f agree wvith the lion, member that it is
only right that we should have provision
for reasonable accommodation; hut in
building up this great country Ave cannot
do everything in a day, and I think the
hon). member should have been content to
re-introduce the Bill as it left the (ham-
ber last session. w hen its allplicationi was
restricted to shea rers, without tackinlg onl
to it this new provision for aeeommaoda-
tion for agricultural labourers. We would
then hiave had anl opportunity of watching
the effect of the measure in its operation
ill respect to the pastoral industry' , and
would have had timue to *j iinke ii!tat should
lie done in respect to the aecommodation
to be provided in the agricultural indus-
trv. Had this course been adopted we
could have devised some provisions more
in keeping with actual requirements.
From my knowledge of the outly* ing agri-
cultural districts, I can say that Part 3
of the Bill, if passed in its present form.
will have a hlighly- detriniental effect upon
the settlement of our land.

Mr. McDonald: If the farmers cannot
provide decent acconimodation for their
hands, let them give up wheat growing
altogether.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: We often hear
that class of argument fromt that side of
the House.

Mr. 'McDonald: It is not ar-mohnent;
it is a statemenit.

Mr. A. F. PIESSE: If we were to
apply that line of reasoning to all our
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industries we would he a very long time
in getting a start with any of them. It
is the desire otf every member on this
side of the House to see our industries
developed, id( I ami satisfied that it is
the desire tif those on the land to iprovide
adequate accommodation for their em-
ployees. But we must give them reason-
able time in which to do this, and] I say
that before being brought down. a Bill
like this should have been given the fullest
consideration.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7230 p.1n.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I was eudeavour-
ing to point ouit before tea the ]arassing
effects that the provisions of Part 3 of
the Bill would have upon our new settlers,
if passed in their present form, par-
ticularly the settlers in the pioneering
stage. and I hope that the member for
Gascoyne will accept the amendment out-
lined by the mnember for Northern. I
think we should at least give the new
settlers exemption for from three to five
years. That would he a reasonable exemp-
tion, and we should also provide that the
Act should not come into operation until
a reasonable time after it had been
passed. There are special eases wvhich, I
think, have been overlooked by the mem-
ber who introduced the Bill. One is the
case of employment on threshing or chaff-
cuitting plants. Do I understand that it
wvill be necessary, for the farmer to pro-
vide accommodation? I quite appreciate
that the accommodation, after all, is only
a very small matter, hut even that smal
expenditure will work very harshly on
the settler as he will be obliged to provide
special accommodation for a large number
of hands who may be on his farm for
only a few (lays in each year-. 1 would
suggest that tent accommodation would
be sufficient in such cases. I notice that we
are left in the dark to some extent as to
what is proper and adequate accommo-
dation. So far as the construction of
buildings is concerned, everything has
been left to regulation which may be pre-
scribed by the Minister, but I think that
fuller particulars, shonld hare been given
in the Bill in regard to this matter. I

do not wish it to be understood that I amn
objecting to the provisions of the mea-
sure being muade to apply to agricultural
labourers. I am fully aware that there
are a good number of settlers wvbo call
afford to sup ply accommodation, There
airc quite a number Who do provide reason-
able and proper accommodation, and I
am aware that there are some who may
have to be compelled to mnake such pro-
vision, but there are a greater number
Who W'ill finld it harassing if they are
called upon to make that provision
straight away. So far as I can see the
holder of a homestead block of 160 acresi
or even a smaller area, will be compelled
to make provision for the accominotla-
tion of an agricultural worker who inay
be in his employ for only '24 hours. 'In
Comnmittee T siudi move an amendment
to the definilion of "agricultural laboni-er"
that the words "twenty-four hours" be
struck out and "one week" inserted in
lieu, and 1 hope that will be accepted,.
I notice that inspectors are to be ap-
pointed, and] I would again remind the
House that this will entail considerable
expense. This Bill will mean the in-
spection of every agricultural and pas-
toral holding in the State, and that must
entail a coasidernhle amount of work.
It has been suggested that the work should
be carried out by the police department.
I am well aware that there arc no officers
in] the State who could carry out this
,work better than the police. but we arc
already loading up the force with in-
creased work from year to year in con-
nection wvith the collection of statistics,
and the Government must realise that in
this way the department is being very
seriously taxed. When we are dealing
with experimental legislation of this kind.
we should take into consideration whaqt it
is going to cost the country by way of in-
spection. I have nothing further to say
except that I hope the hon. member in
charge of the Bill will be pleased to ac-
cept the amendments outlined by several
members on this side of the House,
and which if put into the Bill will help
materially towards the succesful work-
ing of the Act.
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Mr. FOLEY (Leonora): I desire to
compliment the hon. member for Gas-
cnyne - on briniging this Bill forward.
Every member who has spoken has given
the introducer of the Bl] every credit,
hutt I notice int connection with all these
Bills that although the congratuilations
offered to the members who bring them
forward arc great, yet when the Bills get
into Committee the sympathies of those
gentlemen do not ru to the same extent
as might he inferred from. their second
reading- speeches, Personally i am of
opinion that this Bill is iii many respects
even better tihan the Act covering- the
same industry in New Zealand. The memn-
ber for Northanm says that he is quite i
favour of the measure apply, ing to pas-
tora lis;ts, and embracing the shearing
sheds. but when it conics to agriculture
lie and miost of' the members of the Op-
position side think that an injustice is
being- done to the farming industry. I
do not represent a farming constituency,
but the lion. member having compared the
accommovdation necessary under this Bill
with that of the workers on the goldfields,
I wish to enter iuv protest against any
nieqsure being put upo the statute-hook
that is going to allow otf the housing- of
men in even such premises as some of
the mien on the goldfields live in,

Mr. O'Loglilej: It is pretty healthy on
the goldfields.

Mr. FOLEY: It is healthy, hut as one
who has lived on the goldfields for many
years, I know that much of the money
which is passed by this and other Govern-
ments for the use of roads boards and
municipal councils has been spent in
doing away with or preventing the estab-
lishment of such houses as those quoted
by the hon. member. I could point to
places on the goldfields where the local
insp~ector. hacked up in many cases by
the central hoard's inspector, has de-
nianded the demolition of some of these
tenements, which were a disgrace to any
place. whether the goldfields or elsewhere.
There is no doubt that the majority of
men have fairly good houses built in coit-
formity with the requirements of the
goldields, but there is one big distinction
between their places and the aecommoda-

tion referred to in this Bill, and that is
that the goldfields workers provide their
own houses. Now, this Bill aims mostly
at temporary employment. The very ex-
istence of a shearing shed shows that
employment in connection with it is only
temporary, and if we look into, chis mnat-
ter we find that in Ellis State as well as
in the other States . tie shearers have not
beeni treated with that amfout of care
which their work merits. Some of the
men after shearing on the board all day
anid perspiring heavily, have to retire to
very poor camps-in some places no
camps at all are lprovided-and they con-
tract bad backs, and the rheumatism
which often follows makes the shearer
old when he is in reality still a young
mnan. I hope this Bill will have the effect
of compelling every employer to provide
good accommodation for his shearers, and
I am pleased to see that all members are
agreed that so far as shearing and pas-
toralials are concerned the measure is
fair, I wish now to deal with the refer-
ences to the effects of the Bill in connec-
tion with the pioneering stage in the
farming indtistry. Every representative
of a farming constituency who has spoken
told us of the hardships that the settlers
have to suffer. But as one desirous of
doing something for the working people
of this State, I think that if a man goes
farming lie is perfectly at liberty to
sacrifice himiself, but be is not at liberty
to sacrifice the safety and health of any-
one whoi works for him. There is no
doubt in my- mind that when these
farmers ivent on the land to do that

ioiiecriiig -work they did so with the
distinct object of benefiting thiemselves ,
and of get ting away from the wage sys-
tem. and the competitive system under
which the mien employed by them ai-e
working; and they knew that if they
reruaned under th wage system they
would niever sevart' the farm which lthev
possess at present. The memnber for
flreenouah1 said he believed that in re-
gard to ringharking. fencing. and clear-
ing, this measure would wnrk harshly
against the, farmers. It is distinctly
stated that contracts for clearing work
are provided fnr. and Siir~y anY reas;on-
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able minded man, and I think the member
who introduced the Bill, having had ex-
perience in these matters, knows well
that fencig, rittgbarking, and clearing-
are embodied itt the temporary employ-
went spoken of.

Mr. Heitmann: But if we are providing
for a man on contract, why not for a
Mail Ont (lay labouir?

Mr. FOLEY: I say the Bill provides
for temporary employment such as this.
Anyone who knows anything about this
work is -aware that if a man is fencing,
aind if his work eovers any extent, he has
to shift his canip. and that being the case
it could not reasonably be expected that
the employer should put a camp uip for
him. Bitt the member who introduced
the Bill stated in regard to this clause
that he was quite willing that a tent
should fulfil the conditions, and no doubt
a tent would apply in such a case just as
a house would apply to a man who is
following- ag-ricultural labonring work
from one year's, end to another for any
One employer. The man who is pioneer-
ing should be very well satisfied with the
Bill hecause iii the pioneering stage, when
he is having his fences put up and his
trees ringharked and his land cleared, lie
is protect ed.

Mr. Heitmatu: There is nothing- abouat
that in the Bill.

MrIt. FOLEY: The Bill provides for it.
Mr. IHeitutann: Where?

Mr. FOLEY: I have the word of the
member who introduced the Bill that he
would not think for a moment of treating
such a case as this as anything else thaii
temporary employment. A farmer is
protected itn the pioneering stage and itf
members read the Bill closely they will
find that that is so. One clause to which
reference has been made is that whiet
provides that when two or more men
are working- together, rooms should be
provided in which to live and sleep. That
is a wise clause. The health of this State
should be our first consideration, and I1
scarcely think it healthful to have men
eating and sleeping, and practically liv-
ing in the one room. It is a wvise provi-
sion bitt it is not a niew one. The New
Zealand Act provides for it, and I under-

stand it has worked well there and I see
no reasotn why it should not work well
in this State. It is one of the clauses
whlich the ttemnber who introduiced the
Bill should hang to closely and not allow
it to be deleted front tlte measure. e.-

gtding the question as it affects the
shearers, there aire mnany squatters, I atu
led to believe, wlto are at present waiting
for the passing- of this Bill in order to see
what conditions they have to build to~,
and I trust members, when they are coni-
sidering tiis Mieasuire, will regzard it from
the v-iewpoint tlhat if it is healthful iin
the city. or it a mitng. camp, or in a
timber camnp~, to have a fair air space
allvwed, it is also healthful that in
shearers' huts. and agricultural labourers'
huts that proper air space should be
allowed.

Mr. O'Lugluleti: They get too much air
space t here.

'Mr. FOLEY: As regards the inspiec-
tors, there is no doubt that the police in
this State have a very heavy load to
carry and, unfortunately, some of them
do not carry it too wvell. -Is regards the
police being given the power of inspec-
tion under each and every one of the Aces
passed by Parliament, T think it unwise,
because the ability required to pass the
examination for a police officer or police-
mian in this State does not qualify these
mnt to interpret the law to the extent
that their- word should be taken solely as
to whether a particular law is being car-
ried out properly. The difficulty, I think
can he overcome by tlte appoitrment not
of permtanent inspectors but of local men,
if they are procurable3 and not nece-
sarily mnembers, of the piolice force.[
trust that the services of many good] men
in the various distrits-tnd there are
good inca to he fouind-will enable the
provisions of this matsre to be carried
out; and I think every distict would be
able to find men who would see that it
wvas administered.

'Mr. Heitman: Could you find better
men than the police, generally speakingi

Mr. FOLEY: It is not a good thing to
say too much about the police.
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Mr. Heitman: Do you not think by
their training they are better able to hii-
terliret an Act than the average man?

Mlr. FOLEY: I do not.
.Ir. fleitmaunn I do.

Mr. FOLEY: 1 hope that the Bill
will not be amended too much in Comn-
suittee. I trust that the two cases stated
by the members- who hare spoken against
the measure will be taken into considera-
tion, hut that without further exception
the. Bill will be placed onl the statute-
book.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (M1oore): Until
last session I never heard of any great
need for such a Bill as the one now be-
fore the House. and the member who in-
troduced it assured us that it was neces-

say nd hie laid claim to a very wide
expjericee throuighout the length and
breadth) of this country. He brought
forward two extreme cases to support his
arunment in favour of this Bill. hut I
mighlt say that in a general way the large
majority, not oniy of pastoralists, but of
agricul turiets also, provide considerably
more accommodation than this Bill
stipulates. Oenerallv' speaking, there is
no objection to the provisions of this
mneasure, because I think that every right-
think-ing pastoralist or agriculturist is pre-
pared to consider those whom he employs
and is prepared to look after their com-
fort and see that they are properly
housed and fed. I do not know of in-
stances where this is not done. It seems
a great pity that our statute-book should
have to be overloaded with all these
Acts of Parliament, and that we should
have to leg-islate for all these matters.
We pass a numiber of lawrs dining each
session of Parlirameint which are never
liut into operation; they simply remain
deal letters for years after, and I think
it is quite possible that this Bill will be
among that number. I have no objection
in a general way to the Bill, anid menibeis
of the Opposition who represent agricul-
tural or pastoral interests have no objec-
tion. because they and their constituents
are prepared to see that their employees
are properly accommodated, but I think
that the rights of employers under this
measure are not altogether properly con-

sidered. The member who introduced the
Bill, I think, will agree with me that if
the employee has certain rights, the em-
ployer also has certain righlts, and those
rights1 Should he projerly respected on
both sides.

Mr. 21cDonald: Will this Bill interfere
with tigeni?

Ron. H. B. LEFROr: The Bill pro-
vides, among other .thiugs, for shearers
to keel) their rooms clean and to make
them responsible for damage, which may
be done. The employer has no say what-
ever; hie cannot go to his mien and say,
"Look here boys this place is not being
kept properly clean; one mnan has been
compliniing to ins that lie has to (do it
all, and thatt nobody else will do any-
thing." He has no remedy; he cannot
say, "You must keep this plac clean."
He has to wait until the inspector conies-
round. While shearing is going on in
this enornious territory, we will need an
army of inspectors to see that such a
measure is properly carried out. There
is a tremendous amount of territory to
travel over and an employer can do no-
thing to compel the men to keel) their
rooms clean unless an inspector comes
along and directs them to do so. The
men might say, "No, you cannot come
in, you have no right; before you can
come in and take any part in having this
place cleansed you must get the order of
an inspector." That is the effect of the
mneasurEe. If the insp)ector does coe~i
along, which is very unlikely, and the
man complains, (the inspector can give
him permission to hare this cleaning up
4-one at the expense of the shearers.
Then again, if any damage is done-
though I do not think this is likely to
occur. still when it becomes an Act of
Parliament under which we have to lives
all these points have to be considered-
the inspector can give the owner the
right to have it repaired. If there is any
need for these provisions, there is eqnally
a need to see that they are fairly and
properly carried out. If an inspector
comes along and says. "Very well you
can have this place cleansed," or if cer-
tain damage has been done, and the in-
spector gives the owner the rhrht to have
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it repaired, the owner can deduct the
money out of the wvages of the men. We
are all right so far; but suppose the in-
spector does not come along and suppose
the men play fast and loose with the
place and knock it all to piece, 'which
T do not for a moment say they will do,
though the Bill provides against their do-
ig so. If so, the Bill ought to provide

a penalty, but there is no penalty if the
shearer gets away and the inspector
comes afterwards and gives the employer
permission to have this damage repaired.

iMr. Q'Loghien: The shearer has to
tome back next year.

Hon. Hf. Bi LEFROY: There is no
provision made in the Bill for a penalty
or for the employer applying to the court
for a remedy. Now look at the other
side of the picture, where the inspector
makes an order for the employer to do
a certain thing. If the inspector eomes
along and says the accommodation is not
-sufficient according to the Act and regu-
lations, be can give the employer notice
that this work shall be done within a
ceertain time; and if the employer does
not do it, he is liable to a heavy penalty,
lie is liable to £1 a day for every day he
nteglects to carry out the orders of the
Thspector; and, further, if he does not
dlo it. even though hie has to pay these
penalties, the inspectoi' can take him be-
fore two justices of the peace and compel
him by law to have it done. If the em-
ployer is compelled to do certain things
through the court, ais is provided in this
Bill, the same should apply to the other
side; not that I think these questions are
likely to arise, hut because I think it is
our duty to see that, at any rate, Acts of
Parliament are drawn up in equity and
fairness to both sides. All the onus is
put on the employer in this Bill, and none
on the employee. The pastoralist, again,
has to give the inspector three days' no-
tice by post, only three days' notice,
that he is going to begin shearing on a
certain day. Knowing how far apart
these stations are in the North, and how
impossible it will be to have ain army of
inseelors under the measure, unless it
is going to cost a little fortune to keep
them going, in muny instances the in-

spector will. not get this notice that sbear-
ing is going to commence until the shear-
ing is over. Probably the inspector will
have a number of other places to inspect
anti be may have numbers of miles to
truavel, so that possibly in a number of
cases be wvill not turn up at the stations
until ,;hcaring is all over. That is not
a 'vise provision; and if so much is left
to the inspectors, it ought to he seen, at
any rate, that they are able to be at the
stations during shearing time. There is
too much left to regulations under this
Bill. The terms are not thoroughly de-
fined, It says that every employer shall
provide "proper, adequate and efficient
accommodation for agricultural labour-
ers" employed by him. Regulations will
have to provide the' rest. This Parlia-
ment has always, from the time I first
entered it, been very jealous of its rights
in regard to this matter. 'Members have
always desired that as little as possible
should be left to regulations, that only
the administration should be left to re-
gulations; but in this case wvhat shall
be "proper, adequate and sufficient ac-
commodation for agricultural labourers"
is to be left entirely to regulations. If
an Act of Parliament is to be efficient
and satisfactory it should take the
weight off the Government of' the coun-
try. I (10 not think the Government
should be made responsible entirely for
how the statute should be carried out.
It is the duty of Parliament to frame a
Bill not in a skeleton form but as a
whole, as a living body, and to let the
Government administer it, but this Bill
it sceems to me is to form a skeleton, -
and the Government are to fill in the
body. This is a mistake. The Bill is too
wide in its interpretations and it is too
crude. The hon. member who has jnst
sat down said that the Bill provided for
temporary employment. I have read the
Bill through carefully and I see nothing-
in it in regard to temporary employment.
With regard to agricultural labourers th
Bill is very crude, and the different
points are very shortly defined, hut a
great deal depends on the interpretation
of what isz an "agricultural labourer."1 T
do not know whether a court would ini-
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terpret "agriculture" or "agricultural"
strictly on the literal weaning of the word
or in its general sense. I should take it
that a court would interpret it in its
genera! sense. It is used by all of us in
its general sense. When we talk of a
man being engaged in agricultural par-
suits we do not merely talk about a man
who is engaged simply in cultivating the
soil which agriculture means; but it is
used in its wider sense and made to em-
brace all employments in connection with
agriculture. If one asks whether a fencer
or a clearer of land is engaged in agricul-
tonil pur-suits or is an algriCUltural lab-
ourer, I think any ordinary man would say
ait once that he is an agricultural labourer;
lie certainly is not a tradesman, or a me-
chanic, or a sailor, QV a tailor. he is an
agricultural labourer. The mant who clears
land makes it ready for the proper ac-
ceptation of the term "agriculture," but
still he is employed in agricultural work.
In the country many men are engaged in
wtat is ordinarily termed piecework or
contract work. The old acceptation of
the term was piece-work, but it mnay pro-
perly be termed contract -work- Agri-
culturists and pastoralists all desire to
get as much as possible done by con-
tract work, because they always find they
ean get better value for their money,
and the men as a rule are better satisfied
in employment such as that than working
for ordinary wages. f take it these men
who take contracts for clearing land will
come under the provisions of the Bill that
apply to agricultural labourers. When
a man takes a contract for clearing 200
acres of land and putting up so many
miles of fencing, hie generally employs
two or three men, but under the Bill he
must have proper and sufficient accommo-
dation for these men, which I think is
out of the question, because I do not
think the large body of working men who
are contractors or piece-workers in the
country would care to be burdened with
asegulation such as this. The men who
go there in most instances provide their
own tents; they go about the conntry
carrying their tents and everything they
require with them, and it is out of the
question to compel a man, who is merely

an agricultural worker as a contractor for
clearing, fencing, or ringbarking, to come
uuder the operations of this Bill. I do
not think it is reasonable, and I 'really do
not think it was intended, still, these men
come uinder this Bill, I am confident, and
some provision should be made for ex-
empting them. This does not personally
affect members on the Opposition side of
the House, nor does it affect in the slight-
est degree the large body of those whom
they represent, because the agiieulturist
is at all times anxious-the large majority
of the agriculturists site--to give em-
ployees comfortable homes. The agricul-
turists want to keep their employees. It is
the object of a farmer when he engages a
man to keep him, and if he wants to keep
a man hie must make him comfortable, and
must make him feel that the place is a
homie for him. M1any members on the
Opposition side of the House and many
of those whom they represent are men
of that kidney; they desire to see their
workers around them with comfortable
homnes, the married men with their cot-
tages and their little gardens, where per-
haps they will work during dinner hours,
and very often in the middle of the day
and on Sundays.

Mr. Green: Then, what is your objec-
lion to the Bill

Eon. H. B. LEFsROY: It is an extra-
ordinary thing that if ever a man stands-
uip to speak there are members on the
Goverqmient side who immediately try
to make the House believe that an hon.
member speaking from the Opposition
benches is merely speaking ou personal
gr-ounds. I am not speaking on personal
grounds. I am speaking on general
grounds, and for the benefit of those who.
will be affected by the Bill, not those,
who, like myself and many others, are-
not in the least affected by it, but those
who will he detrimentally affected by it.
Something has been said this evening of'
the man who goes out into the country
to open up and subdue the wilder-
ness and make a home for him-
self-the hon. member who just sat
down said, "I do not think he needs
special consideration; he has gone there
in the hope of making a fortune (or-
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something to that effect) and why should
'we give him special consideration; he has
gone there because he thinks it a good
thing, atid he hopes there is a good future
before him." We all know very -well
that the men who go out into the back-
blocks to open up the country 'have to
spend every penny they cai gather to-
gether, beg or borrow-I wvill not say
steal-to improve their property, and the
homestead is perhaps the last thing a
man thinks about because there are no
profits in the homestead. These men go
,out and put up their log humpier, and make
them very comfortable. There are many
men who go out into the baekblocks and
-open up the country in this way who make
their places conafoAtable. I am qpite
sure many members of the House would
be pleased to have a meal in these places
and to steep in them, yet they are only
made of logs, or, in some cases, of bushes,
such as we very often see on the gold.
fields, but they are kept clean. A man
takes a pride even in this little spot, be-
cause he knows it is his own, and he
tries to make it as comfortable as possihie,
and he likes to feel that people who come
,along will not imagine that he is living in
a pigsty. To provide that that man
should have to afford accommodation such
as this Bill contemplates, will be detri-
mental to the interests of these people
and detrimental to settlement in Western
Ausralia. The hon. member in charge
of the Bill may be prepared to move
amendments, and he may have many ideas
in his own mind with regard to provisions
he may propose to submit in Committee,
but at the present time there is nothing
in this Bill which will enable, we 'will
say, a new settler to provide a tent for
his employee; the Bitt states that he will
have to provide suffcient and adequate
accommodation. Of course we do not
know what the regulations will provide.
Everything is left to regulations. We
have a skeleton here and the Government
are left to fill up the body. I do not
welcome this Bill, beause there is no very
general demand for it, certainly not
amongst agriculturists. There may be
need for it amongst shearers, but at the
same timie I cannot see the nse of over
burdening qur statute books with legisla-

tion and providing exactly wvhat a man
has to do, when be is to get up and when
he is to sit down, and when he is to have
his meals and everything else. Under the
Bill the employer will have no power on
his own property, and no matter what
damage may be done, he will not be able
to say, "You are to do so and so"; it
is alt to he left to the inspector when he
comes along. I do not think that is
proper supervision, and I am quite suire
that in its present form the Bill will not
have the effect the hon. member desires.
When a measure of this sort is introduced.
we want, as far as possible, to make it
so that it will- be fairly acceptable to
all concerned, and at the same time that
those who have to work under it will feel
that the interests of both sides are well
considered and conserved.

The MINIST1ER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): When this measure was in-
troduneed during last session, it provided
only for insistence upon certain accomi-
modation for shearers.

Mr. Monger: On large stations.

The MINSTER FOR LANI)S: Andl
to those provisions in this measure have
been added others dealing with accom-
modation for agricultural labourers.
'When the measure was before us last
session-and again on this occasion-[.
for one paid considerable attention anl
respect to the views enunciated by thi
member for Gascoyne because I recognise
that he represents a district in which the!
pastoral industry is of great importance,
and that coming into contact as hie did
with the pastoralist in his native habitat,
and the shearer where he was directly
employed, he had the opportunity &t
ascertaining what was required in regard
to proper accommodation for shearers.
But I am quite convinced that the inclu-
sion in this Bill of the provisions dealing
with agricultural labourers, on general
lines as provided in the Bill, has been
made with very little knowledge of the
local circumstances of the industry in
Western Aust'ralia.

Mr. Monger: Hear, hear.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tlh
Bill prodiding for specific accommodation
for agrricultural labourers might be justi-
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fled in an old settled agricultural cow-
uiunity like the United Kingdom, or even
in the Dominion of New Zealand) where
farming has been carried on for a larg~u
number of years and where the holding-,
are highly developed as the result of
miany years' work upon themn by their
owners. and those who previously occu-
pied them. In the present ease, however,
we have to deal with comparatively re-
cent settlement and to anyone who has
had the opportunity of visiting the agri-
cultural districts and particularly the
newer ones will know at once that this
Bill in the case of thousands of settlers,
will insist upon the settler providing for
workers better accommodation than he
has been able to provide for himself and
family up to date. In a very large numn-
her of instances, the settlers we have in
Western Australia have been accustomed
to other employment and have been led
to take up agricultural land in the hope
that they will be able to build up a home
for themselves, and to have some assur-
ance both for themselves and families in
the future, but I am fain to admit that
a very large number of them, when taking
up that land have in ino sense realised the
struggle and difficulties before them, and
it is only after actual experience of the
pioneering work, actual experience of
what might be termned the economic side,
the realisation of what. is likely to accrue
from those efforts they have been able
to appreciate those difficulties and] realise
that the high hopes with which they set
out are not likely to be attained except
without a struggle extending over a very
considerable period. 1 have had oppor-
tunitjes, both at the time wvhen the dry
season was at its most severe stage, and
at the eud of it, just before ire entered
upon the more auspicious season we ace
approaching this year, of coming into
personal contact with those settlers and
obtaining first hand an account of their
struggles and of seeing also that in a
large number of instances the wives and
families have heroically joined the men
folk in attempting to win out of the diffi-
culties they have encountered, and in that
attempt they are undergoing privation,
they are putting up with conditions both
in regard to habitation and food whichi

stamps the women as being heroines aa
much as those who have received more
acclaim and more advertisement in his-
tory. Under suclh circumstances, is it
fair for us, in this initial stage of the
development (on so large a percentage of
our holdings, to insist upon conditions
which 20 years hence might he imposed
without hardship, hut which, at the pre-
sent time, would not only be impossible
for the people to fulfi, but would in-
evitably result in determining their
Struggles and compelling them to seek
othe~r ave nnes of employment. Then
again, it is dillictilt to understand why
there should he a distinction in the
nieasure between two sections, why, in
the ap~plic'ation of this Bill, it should be
slated that it does not apply to those
sheds where less than eight shearers are
employved. On the other hand, no such
restriction is imposed in regard to agri-
cultural labourers. If it is fair int regard
to the pastoualist, who, according to the
general consensus of opinion, is regarded
as following a much more lucrative oceu-
pation than that of the agriculturist, if
it is considered not advisable to apply the
Bill to thiose - pastoralists who employ
less than eight hands, how much more
necessary is it to consider those who fol-
low a less lucrative avocation and who
undoubtedly ought to he included in a
reservation of this kind. Then we find
that the definition of agricultural labourer
includes those employed for a greater
term than '24 hours. Take the case of a
new settler, or one who has been on the
land for only a year or two. His house-
will be of the most primitive kind. He-
recogunises that if he is to develop the
farmi as a successful p~roposition he can-
not afford to have too much of his capital
iiivestedl in what might be termed non-
reproductive buildings, and therefore in
nearly every instance the house, while it
niay be clean and while it may be fairly
comfortable, comparatively speaking,
might probably be one of the least ex-
pensive portions of the work upon his
farm. He recognises that there is need
to conserve all his funds for expenditure
in ningbarking, clearing, fencing, and
water conservation, and, in nearly every
instance the settler and his. wife make
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up their minds that for the first few
years they will endure these discomforts
and as they do in many instances, they
occupy a far less comfortable dwelling
than they have been accustomed -to when
following their previous occupation, and
they hope that by the utilisation of the
capital in other directions they will in
the future be able to provide a more
comfortable home. Throughout Western
Australia farmers will very often point
with pride to the first dwelling they acs-
pied, then to the second and then to the
third, but that is after a struggle extend-
ing over 20 or 30 years, and I contend
that the House ought to consider whether
it is advisable to impose these restrictions
at the outset, particularly as many of
those who follow uip what might be
termed agricultural employment, that is,
working for farmers, prefer to get a
straight-out wage of so much a day and]
Jprovide for themselves. They regard it
ais preferable to receive so umuch pet day
or per week, and tinder those eireurn-
stances the imposition of conditions of
the kind suggested in the Bill will, in thu
first place, inflict hardships on what con-
stittite the largest proportion of our- agri-
eulturists. in Western Australia-new
settlers, and in the second place there is
no0 necessity for them because of the
different conditions of employment.
Probably after a considerable period.
after the State has become more closelVY
developed, when more farms have been
cleared and got on to the basis of genine](
agricultural propositions, we shall reach
that stage, which was reached years ago
elsewhere, at which the farmer decides
that, in addition to his own dwelling- and
the necessary Outbuildings, hie will pro-
vide special accommodation for those
whom hie desires to employ; because at
that stage he will require to employ more
labour than when in the earlier stages of
his occupation. Under the circumstaitce4
I think the member foF'Gascoyne wotd
have been well adv-ised to introduce the
Bill on similar lines to those of measures
in force in the Eastern States; that is, to
provide accommodation for shearers, andj
in this present immature state of agri-
culture, when settlers are lacing their

initial hardships, to leave this question
of accommodation for agricultural labour-
ers unft some more opportune time, or
at least to exercise the same restriction
as applies to the shearing industry, and
p~rovide that the Bill shall niot affect
those agricultural employers who employ'
fewer than eight agricultural labourers.

Ur. O'LOOHLEXT (Forrest) :I realise
that up to the present not very much
criticism has beea directed against the
measure. The last sp~eech, however, while
very though-ltful. has been rather destruc-
tive of some of the features of the Bill.
The Minister for Laiids hans rightly
pointed out that the difficulties encoun-
tercd by new settlers on the land are
such as to warrant the extension of some
alleviatiou in respect to them. So far
as it related to shearing, I gave a similar
measure my hearty' support last year,
and have -watched with great interest the
progress, or lack of progress, since that
time. I will still watch with interest the
progress. of this ineastire through another
place, for if it becomes law, and there is
ally probability of its provisions being
put into active operation, thero are some
3~,000 or 4,0(10 of my constituents who xviii
readily welcome a similar measure. While
it is trufly regrettable that snelb a mea-
Sure Should be required, even the member
for Gascoyne must admit that practically
all Australia has been built by those who
live in the Open air. Mlining, agriculture,
shearing, all compel mcii for a consider-
able timie of the year to Pitt up with the
sky for a covering. Taken all round it
is a healthy practice.

Mr. McDonald: That applies to the
other fellow.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I have had a few
years, of it myself, and it has never im-
posed any serious inconvenience upon me.
I believe that if we had a more rational
System of housing our people there would
not be nearly so much mortality in our
midst.

Mr. 'McDonald: Then why oppose the
Bill ?

Mr. O'LOGHLE N: I am not opposin!Z
it, I am merely pointing out some of its
featnres which, perhars. are not really
required. We all realise that shearing is
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heart-breaking and back-breaking work,
and consequently we believe that sheaers
should have proper accommodation on
the various stations. The member for
Moore. who, perhaps. passed the strong-
est criticism on the Bill, pointed oat that
there were no possibilities whatever of
penalties being imposed on shearers who
damaged property or who failed to keep
the premises clean. I was struck with the
inconsistency of some of his remarks, be-
cause while hie pointed to the probability
of the shearers' quarters being allowed
to get into a dirty and filthy condition, be
emphasised the contention that in agri-
cultural districts the men's quarters were
always so clean and tidy.. Without any
disparagement whatever of the employees
in one industry as against those in an-
other I think the shearer is just as likely
to keep his quarters clean as is the agri-
cultural labourer, or indeed anyone else.
Again, as regards the imposition of pen-
alties, the member for MNoore must not
forget that, although the shearer may not
be get-at-able by law, for the reason that
shearing is concluded and the shearer has
taken his departure, yet that shearer gen-
erally looks to go back to the same shed
in the following season, and, therefore,
the owner hans in his hands a very power-
ful. lever;, because if the offending
shearer has left the shed and, conse-
quently, the lienalty of the law cannot be
imposed upon him, the pastoralist will
not be eager to give him employment next
season. We have had instances during
the last few weeks of a pastoralist refus-
ing to employ men hitherto employed by
him w ith unfailing regularity in previous
years. Having taken a prejudice against
members of a certain organisation. that
pastoralist has determinedly refused to
employ them. Therefore it will be seen
that the pastoralists have in their hands

apenalty far more potent than the
infliction of a fine as will be provided by
law if this Bill pass. However, there is
very little opposition to that part of the
Bill dealing with shearers, and, therefore,
we can dismiss it. But, as regards Part
3, 1 agree with those who have pointed
out the difficulties that would stand in
the way of its application. I was under
the impression that, even if the Bill be-

came law, we could, perhaps, apply it to
the older settled localities, Under Clause
18 the Minister and his officers have
powJler to give exemption to a new dis-
triet. to a tparticular body of settlers or,
perhaps, even to a whole province. The
Minister may wholly or partly exempt
any employer from any prIovisions of the
Bill. I believe that under a sympathetic
Minister we would have power to exempit
all those newv settlers struggling against
adverse circumstances. However, if an
amendment is moved, anti I understand
it will be moved, with the object of mnak-
ing provision for those who are in tenm-
porary employment by stipulating for
the provision of tents-not a very serious
disability to impose-that amendment, I
am sure, will be accepted by the member
for Gascoyne. I not know that the Bill
will apply to many new places in agri-
cultural districts, but I believe there are
some older establi shed places, the em-
ployers in which do not treat their em-
ployees as they should. I agree with the
'Minister for Lands that in a young State
development is the watchword. Each and
every settler who has gone on the land in.
recent years has taken that course in a
desire to flee from the wages market.
They desire to become independent, and
a very laudable desire it is. I only wish
I could assist a large number of my eon-
stitnients to get on the soil and make
homes for themselves. I hope to see the
day when a great number of the workers
in our different industries will be given
greater encouragement to take up land
and establish permanent homes for them-
selves. We realise that in regard to land
settlement generally the hulk of our
settlers have difficulty in providing decent
homes for themselves in the early stage
of their struggle. I have been through
the greater portion of the agricultural
districts, have heen amongst new settlers
who have gone on the land with only £C20
at their back. .For the time heing, at
least, those people have entirely neglected
to provide decent houses for their wives
and children. because their desire has
been to get a little eroppiug done im-
mediately in order to secure some small
return, leaving until a mote opportune
time the provision of better accommoda-
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tion. I do not think it would be neces-
sary to apply the provisions of the Bill
to sucht as these. If any amendment is
moved on behalf of those engaged in
chaffeutting, clearing and ringbarking T
sincerely trust tha-t these men will be
deemed temporary employees, and so
long as tent accommodation is provided,
I think that should be sufficient to meet
the ease. I do not think the member
for Gascoyne will press the provisions of
the Bill in so far as they relate to the
bulk of the new settlers; because, as he,
with his vast experience of the bush must
know, worse conditions exist to-day in
respect to these new settlers than exist
in any other industry, for the reason that
they are all hampered by lack of funds.
Consequently it ivonld be unfair to im-
pose on them unnecessary conditions
while they are struLggling to build up
homes for -themselves. But if the Bill
were thrown out, or if Part 3 were elimi-
nated, many eases would remain in which
proper accommodation is not p~rovided
by those who are in a position to provide
it. Even if antagonistic amendments are
moved and carried I hope the time is not
far distant when a successful attempt
will be made to ensure provision for the
proper accommodation of workers by
employers who are in a positioa to pro-
vide it and who should be forced to pro-
vide it if they will not do so of their own
volition.

Mr. GARDTNER (Roebourne) I
move-

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr- SPEAKE'R: The motion is not
seconded.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE (Toodyay):- I think
we may say that Part 3 of thle Bill is
practically doomed. I have had pleasurc
in listening to the speech of the Minister
for Lands, who clearly pointed out the
difficulties under which the new settlers
labour and who mnade out an indisputoble
case on their behalf. In so far as shear-
ers accommodation is concerned, fromn
my knowledge of that particular class of
labour I fail to realise any pressing need
for this measure. There may be in the
other States, but in this State we very
seldom hear complaints from the shearers

as to the lack of accommodation. Havingt
regard to our climatic conditions there is,
to my mind, no occasion for harassing the
pastoralist. I am sorry I cannot agree
with those mewters who have declared
there is a necessity for tIs measure.
Even if such accommodation were pro-
videdi I ami sure the majority of shearers
would prefer the open air to sleeping iln
close dwellings where, -perhaps, they
would be accommodated in crowded
quarters in a hot climate. Reference has
been made to New Zealand, but it must
he remembered that the New Zealand
climate is very different from that of the
northern part of this State. If there
wer'e many complaints in respect to the
accommodation provided I am sure they
would reach us. For my part I have
never beard them. I have had con-
siderable exper.ience in connection with
shearing, and I may say -that so
far as shearer's back is concerqed,
it is something like housemaid's knee,
and it is not due so much to lack
of good sleeping accommodation as to
draughty sheds a-nd the heated state
the men get into when working so hard.
The work is certainly very strenu11ous, and
it is made moro so by the euithusiasmn andl
the extraordinary effort of the men in
their rivalry to become the ringer or as
near to the ringer as possible. It is this
special effort and not so much the accomn-
modation that causes the bad backs. To
my mind, if the men had good food it
would be mnuch better than any special
sleeping accommodation. In any ease if
this accommodation is lacking, the shear-
ers' union is sufficiently strong to look
after itself. I feel sure that if the ac-
commodation -was had the men would
quickly send a note along to the boss,
demanding that something better should
be provided.

Mir. O'Loghlen: What about the rural
workers! They cannot enforce it.

M1r. A. N. PrESSE: There is no comn-
plaint on their part.

Mr. Heitmann: I niet some of the~m at
the Palace hotel the other day.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE 1 am not ac.
quainted with that cls- of wvorker. M1%,
experience extends o-lv to the true
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worker and be does not complain. His
main ambition is to get the best wage he
can for his labour, and otherwise, so far
as I know, hie is satisfied. The Bill might
he restricted to some of the settled agri-
cultural districts, but even in those the
men are fairly well satisfied, If there
were any chance of getting support from
the Government side of the House 1
would move that this Bill be read six
months hence because I am satisfied that
in the lpresent circumstances it is not
justified. The bon. member for flascoyne,
in introducing the Bill, trotted out the
same old story about the pigstyc, but I
think that if careful examination were
made it would be found that the pig-
stye did not exist. I have not yet seen a
boss who ivould wish to house his shear-
ers in the same dwelling as his pigs.

'Mr. B. J1. Stubbs: The hon. member dlid]
nt say that they were both in the same

plabee.

Mr. A. N. P3IESSE: The lion, member
said that the shearer was in the styc and
the pig came in shortly afterwards. In
regard to the farming districts, it is a
well-known fact that the new settler is

largze empl~loyer of labour; in fact, more
thian half the money lie expends on his
holding is expended in the employment
of labour; therefore if you compel tho
new settler to provide special accommnoda-
tion, you must restrict the employment
which the settlers canl offer, and thus de-
prive a large number of people of one of
the avenues of employment. I sincerely
hope that the member for Gascoyne will
see fit, if not to withdraw the Bill, at any
rate to accept amendments, because there
is very little in the present development
of the State to warrant such a measure.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan):- I desire to
congratulate the boil. member for Gas-
coyne onl introducing this measure, and
also to congratulate the hon. member who
has just sat down on not attempting to
carry out his threat to move that the Bill
be read six months hence. I ami quite
satisfied that the member for Gascoyrve
has as intimate a knowledge of the shear-
ers and rural workers of the State as
any member in the House, and I would
further say that hie is just as sincere in

desiring that justice should be done to
the farner as any other member, either
onl this side or on the other side of tbe
House. The member for Moore pointed
to the fact that much is left to regula-
lions in this Bill. I believe that is a
wise precaution. Clause 20 clearly sets
out that such regulations may he general
in their application, or may be limited
to particular districts, localities, or pre-

mie .and it is quite clear that in a State
sVast as Western Australia accommo-

dation which may suit such a locality as
the eastern agricultural areas would not
meet the reqLliretultS of the souith-west,
for instance, It is only fitting that the
necessary p~recautions should be taken to
provide by r-egulationl that the buildings
may be constructed according to the
conditions of the particular districts. In
Clause 1S it is provided that the Minister
may by order, whvolly 01 lpattly exempt
any eniployer from the opecration of this
Act, and I feel sure that the hon. mem-
her for Gascolyne had this iil mind wvhen
he launched the Bill before the House,

M r. A. E. Piesse: He would need to
have at special department to deal with
exemptions.

Mr. TL'RVEY: I do not think so. Thui
is not the only Bill in which much is left
to reg-ulation. The member for 'Moore
pointed out that lhe visits of inspector-,
would be very infrequent. I might also
point out that the visits of inspectors in
other departments are very infrequent.
too, hujt the fact of inspectors being ap'-
pointed to see that accommodation is pro-
videdl would be sufficient to ensure that-
tihoge responsible provided tlhe worker with
thie accommodation necessary for his worki.
Althotigh I intend to support the second
reaiding. I want to clearly indicate that
it is my intention to move in Committe'
that reasonable exemption be granted to
the pioneers in the agricultural areas.
As one who has spent the greater part of
his lifP in agricultural areas I realise
that the general enforcement of this mea-
sulre would purs, heavily onl manly of the
farmeris in Western Australia. I could
point to many a farmer in this State
who made his start practically living inr
the op en, being unable to Provide even
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tent accommodation for himself, and I
am sure that the member for Gascoyne
will be quite agreeable to accept an
amendment in Committee exempting the
agrieulturists of the State for live years
or so from the establishment of their
farms. So far as the position of shear-
ers is concerned, I do not know much of
the pastoral industr~y in this State, but
I can speak with a good deal of experi-
,ehee of the manner in which shearefs were
treated in -the Eastern States many years
ago, and if the conditions obtain in West-
ern Australia, that obtained in parts of
the Eastern States in those days it is full
time that provision was made to ensure
reasonable accommodation for the shear-
era and shed hands. I visited many shear-
ing sheds in the Eastern States, and I
remember how the shearers were huddled
together with a Chinese cook in conditions
worse than one would see in the steerage
accommodation of our coastal steamers.
Reference has been made by a member of
the Opposition to the fact that the duties
of inspection could be well carried out by
the poliee. Already the police have miulti-
farious duties to attend to; we are yearly
,overloading these men with additional
-work, and I do not wish to see them called
upon to shoulder the additional responsi-
bility of inspection under the provisions
of this measure.

Mr. Heitmann: But they have to visit
every farm house.

Mr. TURVEY: It is true that they have
to visit every farm house in connect-ion
'with the statistical work, but I do not
know whether the hon. member is aware
of the opinion held by the police in re-
gard to that work. If not, I would ask
him to inquire of the country constables.

Mr. Reitmann: Of course every man
objects to hard work if he can get out of
it.

Mr. TURVEY: That work is not the
duty of the policq; it is one of the extra
duties cast upon them in recent years,
and there Aeem to be certain members of
the community who are ready at all times
to impose any further duties of this kind
on the shoulders of the police.

Mr. Heitmann: Why not?

(43]

Mr. TURVEY: Perhaps the bon. mem-
ber will be ible to relieve the police of
some of those duties. I wish to say in
conclusion that in Committee I intend]
to see that every provision is wade
that the pioneer agriculturists, the men
whio arc g),oing Ouit into the wilderness and
opening uip the agricultural areas in the
State, buffer no injustice; bitt where they
are once established and have rural work-
ers in their midst, then I say that the well
established farmers who are not providing
decent accommodation for them should be
made to do so. I have met m~any well
established farmers who are treating their
men well, but there are others. This Bill
is to deal with those others. Further, I
have found in every instance that the.
well established farmers who have pro-
vided decent accommodation for their
workers are getting the best results from
them. It is generally found by the farm-
ers that where they house and treat their
wvorkers well, they get a better class of
worker, the man who is more content to
settle down with the farmers.

Mr. Heitmaun: That applies generally.
Mr. TURVEY: It does apply generally.

T have met many farmers who sup plied
separate accommodation altogether and.
who built neat little cottages for their
workers, but I must say that such men
are the exception and not the general rule.
I desire, in conclusion, to congratulate
the member for Gascoyne on his honest
attempt to do something for the agricul-
tural labourers of this State, and I feel
sure ha will take the necessary precau-
tion, even before this Bill reaches the
Committee stage, to see that amendments
are put upon the Notice Paper to remove
any injustice whatever upon the pioneer
agriculturist.

Mr. MONGER (York) : I move--
That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I put the
motion I want to draw the attention of
the House to a principle embodied in the
Bill which, before the Committee stage is
reached, may influence me to disallow
the measure. The member for Gascoyne.
when introducing the Bill, referred
to the appointment of independent in-
speet6rs, and during- the whole of thle
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debate that point has been stressed. I
want to point out that it is not within
the province of a membe. or a M4inister
to introduce any matter in a measure
which makes a charge onl the 1)IbliC
revenue, unless a Message is received
from the Crown. Therefore, f want to
informn the House that if a Mless~age is
not received before the Committee stag-e
is reached, or if the Government do not
give an assurance that this Bill will not
make a charge on the public revenue, I
will have to disallow the measure.

Motion put and passed; the debate ad-
jourined.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Choir.]

BILL - FREMANTLE-KALGOORLIE
(MLEHREIJLN-COOLGARDIE SEC-
TION) RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

1)ebate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) The
Minister in introducing this Bill made it
clear that no measure has ever been in-
troduced into thle House, except the Kal-
goorlie water scheme that meant so great
.iII expenditure as this railway line. I
welcome this measure because it marks
in no uncertain way the first step towards$
linking lip Western Australia with the
railway systems of the Eastern States.
1 remember years ago, when Sir John
Forrest proposed to build the first line
to the goldields from Southern Cross,
that the people had very great doubts
about the wsisdom of spending so much
money upon that railway. It was not
very much compared with 'the expenditure
we are now facing, hut there was a doubt
about the wisdom of completing the fewv
miles of line to the goldlields. Then.
when the line proved successful, people
said it was Sir John Forrest's luck. Sb'
John Forrest would have been very
pleased indeed to ha'e been in the 'Min-
ister's place to introduce this measurelv.
No matter whether we are agreed as to
every detail of the proposal, we can con-
gratulate the Minister upon the privilege
lie has enjoyed of introduiing so tin-
l)Ortafnt , 'Rill -- ' the Honse...1 :-Tbe Mini-

ister made a point regarding the urgency
of this work and stated that a duplication
of the line fromi Merredin east to Cool-
gardie is neeessary iii order that the
enormuous tonniage to be haLlted for the
Federal authorities might be carried with
the least possible inconvenience to the
traffic now being handled onl the line. The
Bill is a very important one because it
eomawits the country to the building of
the whole of the line, White I have no,
ohjeetioni to that, I dare say there are
many members who would like to have
the measure fully considered, aiid] no
inatter hlow great thie urgeney I think the
Minister wrill give the necessary time to
discuss thle proposition fually.

The Mtinister for Works: The question
of building the line is past discussion.

Hon. J. MAITCHELL : You cannot
build the line without money.

Thle Minister for W"orks: Thme question
whether we wilt build the line or not is
pstI dicussion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It has not been
passed by this House. I am not object-
ing- 'to the Bill but I congratulate the
Minister upon having tile privilege of
introducing such an important measure.
I want to see this country linked tip with
the rest of Ans;trlia. The Minister erx-
plained that the section to be built is that
from Merredin to Coolgardie, and he ex-
plained very lightly that lie would have

preferred to introduce a Bill authorisiug
the construction of the line from Fre-
mantle to the terminus. That, of course,
is impossible because thle Government
have not yet determined by which route
the line is to reach Noritham. We all
understand that it is advisable that facili-
ties should be provided, probably in the-
way the Minister suggests, to meet the
enormous traffic which will have to be
faced. I should have been glad if he
could have told the House the direction
which the line will take from Fremantle.
Full inquiry, however, is necessary, and
we can quite understand that such inquiry
must first be made. I am pleased to know
that the line will probably go by the
Swan moute.

The Minister for Works: I never said
so. -
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am glad to
bear that the Swan route is better than
the proposed Armodale route. I believe
that the route through the Swan valley
and via Wooroloo will be the best that
en he obtained. The Minister, of course,
must hauve the surveys completed andl
careful and full inquiry made before he
can decide. We all admit that, and I
understand that this is being done. I
hope the Minister will take the House
into his confidence as soon as ever the,
information is to band.

The Mlinister for Works: Most assur-
edly.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The M1inister
stated that het had consulted witb the
Engineer-ini-Chief, and the Engineer for
Existing Lines, -with regard to the
260,000 tons which will have to be haulod
to Kalgoorlie to meet the demands of
the Federal Government, but it seems to
me that we should hsave beard fromn the
Traffic Department or the Commissioner
of Railways that he is not able to handle
the traffic, on the single line that now
runs to Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Works: That is im-
possible- I said 10 crossing places would
have to be putt in.

Ron. J. IAUTCHELL : The Mlinister
gave ns the information he had from the
Engineer-in-Chief and the Engineer for
Existing Une , but 1 think the Commis-
sionier of Railways was probably the right
man to he c'onsulted; I do not know
whether he was cousulted.

The Minister for Works: He concurred
in the report.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am glad to
know the Commissioner has been con-
suited, and I am glad to have the assur-
ance that hie finds he cannot handle the
traffic over the single line, and that the
step proposed by this Bill is advisable.

The Minister for Works: He states
that it is impossible without putting in
the crossings referred to-

Ron. J. -MITCHELL: It is right thnt
the Commissioner should he consulted
because the -widening of the gauge from
Sft. 6in, to 4ft. S1/1in. will cost a cori-
siderable stum of money. It is proposed
that the sleepers shall he permanent and

that we shall put down the heavier rails,
S0lbs., when the time arrives to do so.
This House, I take it, would hiesitate to
anthorise so great an expenditure, except
on the advice of the Traffic Department,
because the only reason for this step is
that it is to meet the requirements of
traffic. Of coarse it is very much better
to do this than to have a congestion of
traffic, or to have a lot of useless ex-
penditure, such as -the Minister says he
would have had to face if this proposal
wvere not ace]ted. I should like to hear
from the 'Minister that the alteration
iii the order for rails weighing O0lbs. to
rails weighing SOlbs. is necessary. I be-
lieve the information is that if lie insisted
upon the contract lie now has for 601b.
rails being carried out, there would be de-
lay in getting the 801b. rails. I am glad the
alteration under this order will not inter'-
fere with the building of agricultural1
railways.

The Minister for Works: We did niot
use the 601b. rails. The 601b, rails were
to be used on existing lines and the rail-,
to be taken up would be available for
agricultural lines.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Unless they are
forthcoming fairly soon 'there must be
some delay in getting -the rails for other
work. I hope the Minister will lint in
hand the work hie has eancjzled in order
that 601b. rails may be got as soon as,
possible. It is essential that existing
lines should be relaid and it is essential
that agricultural railways should be
pushed on with. I am prepared to accept
the assurance of the Minister that there
will be as little delay as possible in that
connection. I would like to point o'it
that the traffic from Northern to Merredin
will be very much heavier than the tralic.
can possibly be from Merredin to Cool-
gardie. Members know that from Nor-
thaw to Mferredin there is a very import-
ant and thickly settled agricultural dis-.
trict, and that the traffic increases Ire-
mendlonsly, after leaving Merredin, coi-
ing wvest. If the 'Minister can have the
information with regard to the route of
the line through the Darling Ranges.
decided before the Merredin duplieatio;a
is put in hand I understand be will in-
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troduce a Bill authorizing him to relay
or lay the section of the line from East
Northam, or Northam, to Merredin.

The Minister for Works: We admit if
we can get through the Swan Valley wve
will wrant more for the section from East
Northamx to Merredin than from Merredin
to Coolgardie.

Hon. J. MTCHELL: I agree with the
Minister because the traffic is heavier
there. If the traffic can be got over that
section of the line it can be earLried front
Merredin to Coolgardie without any
difficulty.

The Minister for Works : The only
difference is we have the Wiekepin to
Merredin line, over which to take the
sleepers, which wrill relieve things.

Ron. J. -MITCHELL: The Wickepin
to Merredin line when built will relieve
the position if the sleepers can be rut'
from the South-West over the line to
Merredin. I understand it will be a coa-
siderable time before that railway can be
completed, though I believe it is the in-
tention of the Minister to push on with
the line.

The Minister for Works: We are build-
ing the Wickepin-Merredin line in three
places , namely, at Wiekepin, Merredin,
and half way.

Hon- J. MITCHELL: If the line is
constructed between Wickepin aind MIer-
redin, as soon as the line from Mlerredin
to Coolgardie is completed it should af-
ford relief. I hope the Minister will
duplicate the other section of the eastern
line because there will be a lot of traffic
to carry over it. There is every prospect
that we are in for a good season and
that the Railway Department will have
all they can do to cope with ordinary
traffic, quite apart from this additional
traffic for the Federal authorities. The
183 miles of railway proposed by this Bill
is to cost £670,000, and, notwithstanding
that we all realise that we arc committed
to the Bill, memobers should appreciate just
what that means. To complete the line
we shall need to borrow, I suppose, some-
thing approaching two millions of money.
It is an enornous sumn because, in addi-
tion to laying this 83 miles, and the other
200 miles, we shall have to provide sta-

tions and rolling stock and all other
things necessary to a railway, and we
are tbhus committing ourselves to an ex-
peniditure of about two million pounds.
I mention this because the facets shouldI be
in the minds of members when they are
dealing with a matter of such import-
ance.

The Mfinister for Works: I doubt ;vhe-
they two millions will do it.

The Premier: Of course it will be
spread over a period; it cannot be built
in a day.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: I quite under-
Stand that the line cannot he buit iii a
day. The point is we are committing the
country to this expenditure in passing this
measure. Although it provides for a
section of the line only, it means we are
committed to the building of the whole
of the line. The Bill provides for a ten-
miles deviation. I do not know that this
is necessary in this case, because the line
runs paral lel to the railway already in
existence. I know we have provided in
previous Bills for such a deviation, and
I know that ordinarily deviations are pro-
vided for to improve the grades. I know
we have had a deviation in connection with
one line, but there were instructions from
the House that altered the situation. The
Minister, however, will agree with me that
the authority to deviate should not be
ten miles and that five miles is sufficient.
I hope in future Bills he will see his way
to limit the deviation power to five miles,
particularly in level country such as this
Bill is dealing with.

The Minister for Works: We are trying
to do the Surveys first, and avoid that.

Ifont. J. MITCHELL:. That will be a
very good course, and I hope the Minister
will follow it. The Bill also provides
for land resumption, which is a usual pro-
vision I am bound to admit, but I would
point out, and I hope the Mfinister will
agree with me, thatt we are laying down
a second track which does not improve
the value of the laud at all, and restimp-
tion is not so necessary in this case as
with a new line opening up new country.
Though we know that if the land is re-
stied it will be paid for, still it causes
some unrest to have a provision of this
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nature standing, as it will be in this case,
for a year or two. There is very little
settlement between Merredin and Cool-
gardie, and the provision will, not do vniy
harm, but when introducing the Bills for
the other sections of the line the Minister
should consider that he will be running
through country that is already served
and which will net be improved by the
construction of an additional railway. I
am pleased indeed to hear that the line is
to be built by the Working Railways. It
is the right idea in connection with this
line, and I believe it would be a good idea
in connection with all lines built de-
partmentally. I have always thought
SO. Prom time to time when the
Working Railways have been called upon
to take over lines from the Engineer-
in-Chief, they invariably say, "It will not
do, we will hare to spend a lot of money
on it to improve it," and, of course, they
have spent considerable surns on improv-
ing lines handed over to them. Just now,
I believe, there is some trouble with the
Goomalling-Wongan Hills line.

The Premier: Very serious trouble, and
it is worse on the tDoweriu-Merredin line.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What trouble is that?
The Premier: The line is spreading out.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: If these lines bad

been constructed by his department, the
Commissioner of Rail-ways -would have
seen to it that he got lines which suited
his purpose.

The Minister for Works: You would
then get away from the cheapness of them.

Hon. S. MITCHELL:- The Engineer for
Existing Lines is more capable of satis-
fying the Commissioner of Railways in
putting down a substantial line than pro-
bably the Engineer-in-Chief is concerned
to do.

The Premier: He can do it just as cap-
ably if he is autborised to do it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Engineer-
in-Chief would not be likely to do it quite
so well, because he has not the respolisi-
bility of running the lines. However, if
we arc to build lines departmentally it is
better that the Entineer-in-Chief should
supervise and see that we get value fpr
the money, and that the Railway Depart-
mnent should be entrusted with the work;

and I am pleased to see that in this ease,
at any rate, the Commissionejr of Rail-
ways is to lay down this line, I rea-
list this is done because he already eon-
trols the line running parallel, of which
this is to be a duplication. I know the
Bill is merely introduced to carry out
promises that have been mnad~e from time
to time, first by the James Government,
and afterwards by succeeding Govern-
ments. We have always undertaken to
do this work if the Federal people would
undertake to do theirs. I would like to
know if the agreement with the Federal
Government as to the land they will re-
quire has been signed; and if it has been
signed, I hope, before this Bill passes, the
Minister for 'Works will make the agree-
ment available to the House. It is im-
portent that members should know just
what it is proposed to grant to the Federal
authorities in connection with their line.
We all know they are always reaching out
for new avenues of expenditure, and we
also know that where opportunities offer
they are very anxious indeed to secure
land. Quite recently the South Austra-
lian Government had some trouble with
the Minister for Home Affairs. I believe
that the trouble has been settled, hut the
Minister wanted more land than the South
Australian Government thought they were
entitled to give. Another matter thel Mini-
ster for Works has not touched on is
-what timbers are to be used, floes the
Minister intend to use powellised karri for
our lines, or will be stick to our good old
jarrah.

The Minister for Works: We will get
the best, of course.

Eon. J. MITCHELL: Then the Mini-
ster will use jarrah.

The Premier: I differ from you there.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: We have had

limited experience with karri.
The Premier: No.

Ron. 3. MITCHELL: It is certainly not
more than six years since we first put
powellised karri into our railways. If
powellised karri is as good as it is claimed
to be, the Government will have done great
W~rk in having induced the Federal Gov-
ernment to use powellised sleepers on their
lines, the greatest work that has been done
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in connection with our timber industry
for many years; but 1 claim some credit
for the past Government for setting going
the tests on which our friends opposite
have based their ideas as to the value of
the timber. Everyone in the State must
rejoice in the fact that a method has been
discovered to make the timber more valu-
able.

The Premier: Your boss is doing his
very best to try to discredit it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have no boss,
not even the Premier of the State nor the
caucus that aits behind him. The Pre-
mier always refers to Sir John Forrest
as "boss" of the Liberal Party, but if
there is one man I would like to sit under
in Australia it is Sir John Forrest.

M1r. Green: Of course; he is your boss.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I wish I could

claim for the Premier as boss what I can
for the great Liberal who represents this
State in the Federal Parliament. There
are several questions-we would like to see
answered. We would like to be assured
that the Federal Government will start
their line at once. They should at least
start as, Soon as we do. I saw by the
papers the other day that their EnDgineer-
in-Chief, 'Mr. Deane, is coming across to
start the building of the Federal portion
of the Trans-Australian railway, but we
have had so many promises from Mr.
King O'Malley that the line will be started
that we shall he very pleased indeed to
hear when the first sod i-i turned.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You made many pro-
mises.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: And cardied
them out. I hope the Minister will be
able to tell us when the Federal Govern-
ment propose to start their part of the
contract.

The Premier: We bave quite enough to
do to look after our own business.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
does not understand his business if he
says, it is not his business to see that the
Federal Governmenit carr~y out their part
of the contract. When he is asking the
House to spend two million pounds to
carry nut our part, it is reasonable that
he, as representative of the State. should
make it his business to see that the Fed-

eral Government carry out their part. I
do not think much of the expedition of
thie Federal Goverwonent, and I thinkL the
Premier should see that or money is not
slpent until they start to spend theirs. I
am s;orry it is necessary to go to this addi-
tional expense in order tMat the trafflc
may be carried, I shoruld be vecry glad if
we could have put off the building of this
line so that our agricultural and develop-
mental railways might be pushed on with.

The Premier: 1 cannot follow you
there. What aboot thc Governior's Speech
of t-wo years ago when you were going
to build the line to (he border.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The position of
two years ago is niot quite the position of
to-day. The Premier told us the other
night that he could not push on railways
faster for want of funds. He knows the
money market is very mnuch tighter to-day
than it was two years ago, and lie will
find it a much more difficult task to bor-
row to-day than it Was two Years ago.
Money is tighter and harder to obtain,
and our commitments are heavier. We
aire committing ourselves to twvo millions
for this line, and we want to build agri-
cultural railways at the cost of another
two million pounds. I regret we hare to
build this line now when the money could
be put to better account for agricultural
developmental railways.

The Premier: You are not consistent.
A couple of years ago you were going to
build this line to the border.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I would remind
the Premier that "tro years ago" was a
totally differenL matter. Money is more
difficult to get, as he knows, and his bor-
rowing power is more limited, he is com-
mitted to a great deal of expenditure; he
is committed to agricultural railways and
vast State enterprises that will cost a
great amount of money, and he is com-
mitted to an enormous amount of money
for the Agricultural Bank, because Mir.
Fisher will have the Savings Bank money.
It is his duty as Treasurer to see to it
that the commitments of the Government
with regard to our claims are met. There
is no disguising the fact that the Premier
will have to borrow very largely on that
unfavourable market. We must borrow
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for agricultural lines, and we must sup-
piy capital for our agricultural loans.
The Premier realises there is difficulty in
getting the money that is needed, and for
economical reasons he would do well to
ask the Federal Government to borrow
money for the construction of our portion
of the line. It could then be loaned to
us and we could pay interest in the or-
dinary way. Time and again the Federal
Prime Minister, Mr. Fisher, has said that
he can borrow money more cheaply than
the State, and, as this is a nationat work,
the collective credit of the peopile of Aus-
tralia should be used in borrowing the
money. If the collective credit of the
people of Australia is sufficiently good
to enable Mr. Fisher to borrow this
money at 3 per tent., it would be wise for
the Premier to ask Mr. Fisher to under-
take that work for us. This is a national
work, and the Premier would be justified
in asking the Federal Government to
assist in its construction. The Premier
will have to pay 4 per cent. for his money,
and if the Federal Government can get it
for 3 per cent. there will be a very big
saving. Of course there is no desire on
the part of anyone to stand in the way
of the prompt building of this line. I
am merely voicing an opinion with re-
gard to the financial aspect and expres-
sing the view that we shouild do our
utmost to obtain the money as cheaply
as possible. With regard to the line it-
sell' the Minister has told us that at first
it will be laid onl a 3ft. Bin, gauge, and
that later it will be -widened to 4f t. S'/2in.
T know also that Australians will not
he satisfied until we bare the line running
from east to west, and I am bound to ad-
mit that we are engaged upon a work
-which will for the first time make f edera-
tion a reality. At the present time -we
are isolated from the rest of Australia.
This work will, amongst other things,
have the effect of making the great port
of 'Fremantle the front door of Australia.
We also want eastern Australia to know
more about us than they do now. Jnst
now we are ruled almost entirely by east-
ern Ieipslators. True we hare represqenta-
tion in the Federal Cabinet, but all the
same our numibers there are ireTy small,

and it will be a good thing for Western
Australia when the eastern legislators
will be able to travel over this line.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They are treating us
ver~y well so far.

lon. J. MITCHELL: I think they arc
treating us very badly. I repeat that I
am pleased, and I daresay that every
member in this Hlouse is pleased to have
the prilvilege of taking a hand in authoris-
ing the construction of this work. I hope
the Minister will, at the earliest possible
moment, take the House into his confi-
dence with regard to the survey which is
being made through the Darling Rauges.
So far as I amn concerned, I think the
line should run a9long the route of the
present railway. We have a. water sup-
ply and settled countr 'y there . and the
people along that route would benefit
considerably by the broad gauge. While
I have ver 'y mnuch pleasure in supporting
the Bill I wish I could induce the Premier
to view the sitnation a little more seri-
ously. The linle Muost be laid soonler or
later, and the deterniination of the Gov-
erment to do it now must meet with ap-
proval, It is pleasing also to know that
the Government are satisfied that tlhe
Federal authorities will carry out their
portion of the wor- without further
delay.

Mr. McDO WALL (Coolgardie) : It
seems almost unnecessary to speak on this
iniportant question. bunt I think the House
must be unanimous in congratulating the
Ministry on its promptness in bringing
forward this measure. The Federal Gov-
erment have passed a Bill for the con-
struction of the Trans-Australian rail-
way, and we have engaged with that Gov-
ernment to do our share of the work. At
the earliest possible moment the Ministry
bare brought in a measure to authorise
the construction of the line over a section
about the route of which there can be no
arguiment, and I certainly am very glad
iideed to find that it is being done with
such expedition. The fears expressed by
the member for North am are, I think,
altogether unwarranted. I do not think
we need fear that the Government will
rush into unneeanry expenditure of two
million pounds without carefully cor'ild-
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ering the ways and means of getting it,
and if it is found that the Federal Gov-
ernment can borrow it at a lower rate, I
have no doubt that arrangements will be
made to secure it through the Federal
Government. But after all is said and
done, these questions are beside the pre-
sent Bill. The Bill affirms, or gives au-
thority to construct a line from Merredin
to Coolgardie. The Mlinister in an ex-
haustive speech very clearly gave the in-
formation as to why it is necessary to
build the line from Merredin to Cool-
gardie. The carrying of 250,000 tons of
material for the Federal Government and
the avoidance of crossings that would be
necessary if the line was not at once eon-
strueted are strong arguments in favour
of taking the line in hand without delay.
The existing line between Coolgardie and
Knigoorlie being duplicated, the terminus
for the present will be C'oolgardie. I am
only sorry that Coolgardie is not to be the
terminus of the Trans-Australian railway,
so far as Western Australia is concerned.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Where is Coolgardie?

Mr. MeDOWALL: Coolgardie is world
famed; its name is known throughout
the whole of the civilised world, and I
am astonished at the ignorance of the
member for Forrest in asking a question
that could be answered anywhere.

Hon. W. C. Angwia (Honorary Mfin-
ister) :What is the population of Cool-
gardie?

Mr. McDOWALL: I would remind the
flonorary Minister that within the muni-
cipal boundaries of Coofgardie there are
over 2,000 people. These figures are ac-
cording to the last census.

Mfember: Goats.
Mr. MeDOWALL : No, they are

bore. In the last six months more
gold was obtained in Cdolgardie than
in the corresponding six months of
the previous year. Coolgardie is not
by any means A place that is done,
and I believe it will again come to the
rescue of this State as it did in 1892. 1
am, however, digressing from thb subject
matter. I did not rise in order to boost
my constituency; I rose &imply tb say a
word or twc6 in connection wit h the Bill,
and to coilgratulate the Ministry upon %o

promptly attempting to carry out their
portion of the contract with the Federal
Government, and, unlike the member for
Northam, I do not think we need have
any fear about the commencement of the
work on the part of the Federal authori-
ties. We know that at the present time
it has been started at the Port Augusta
end, and we know it will be started at
this end in the near future. I am satisfied
that we can rely upon the good faith of
the Federal Government, and being able
to do that it is satisfactory to find our
own people already making a start. I
therefore bave every reason to most
heartily support the second' reading of
the Bill.

Mr. HEITMAWN (Cue) :I suppose
after the national speech made by the
member for Coolgardie any member who
dares to oppose this Bill will at once be
branded as a "States frighter." It ap).
pears to me that we are dealing very
lightly with this question, and it does not
seem to have struck the member for Cool-
gardie that in this one line, which we ate
undertaking to build, we are heaping un
the loan indebtedness of the population
to the extent of £5 or £8 per head.

Mr. 'MeDowall: We have to do it to
keep faith.

Mr. HEITMIANKIN: It is a good thing
to always be able to say that we have
to do it, but I think bon. members will
recoznlise that the amount of loan in-
debtedness which the people of this State
will be able to bear must necessarily be
limited, and at the rate we are going-
and while we are supposed to be a non-
borrowing party we have been accused
of having that policy-it will not be many
years before the greater portion of our
revenue will be taken up in the payment
of interest and sinking fund on our loans.

Mr. Green: We will never reach that
position with the Labour party in power.

Mr. HEITMANK: We are going on at
a great rate towards that position, and
it is a position which already has been
itached by one of the States of Austra-
lia, or I should say, Almost reached. It
is not so many years since Queens-
land wvas paying 47 per cent, of her total
revenue in interest and sinking fund, and
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I think it would be disastrous if we had
to contribute to that extent. At the pre-
sent time in Western Australia we have
piromisedl to constructL railways and public
works which will increase our indebted-
ness to a great extent. It is very easy to
borrow, and to lead ourselves to believe
that most of the 'works which have been
constructed out of loan money will be
reproductive. Even though that may be
so, we must recognise that it will be many
years before some of -the works become
reproductive, and I do not think it can
be said that this work we are about to
undertake will be reproductive. As a
matiter of fact it, ap-peals to me that it
will be anything but that, and Iregret
that past Governments in this State did
not insist on the Federal Government
undertaking the construction of the line.
It appears to me almost too much to ask
a population of 300,000 people to take
upon themselves the responsibility of the
expenditure of two million pounds to
carry out this work. I am convinced that
if the right attitude had been adopted in
the past the Federal Government would
willingly have constructed bhe whole of
this work. But we had Ministers carried
away by the sentimental cry that we could
not have Federation until the various
States were linked up by a railway, and
they said they would be prepared to
build the line from Fremantle to the
boraer. While they may have been pre-
pared to do so at that time, I am sorry
that they gave that promise to the Fed-
eral Government. I am convinced that
the Federal Government would have been
prepared to do the whole of this work,
and it would have been much fairer to
ask the whole of the people of Australia
to carry the burden instead of pubting
it on the shoulders of 300,000 people. I
hav-e not been led away by the sentimental
cry that we cannot progress without this
railway. I can see little else in the Trans-
Australian railway but sentiment. I con-
fess, however, that the building of the
line must help to develop the country,
more or less, but as long as we have other
railways to construct, railways which are
necessary in order 'that our own people
might produce to the greatest possible

extent, we should consider the question
whether the Trajis-Australian railway
should he built at the present time, or
whether we should build those railways
in our own Stbate which the people are
crying out for. And after all it seems
to me that by starting the railway 12
months from now we would stall be in
time to carry out the work required hy
the Federal Government. Without any
great deal of expenditure the material
could be carried over the existing line.

The Premier: I would he glad if you
would tell me how.

The Minister for Works:. It would cost
£67,000 for temporary work.

Mr. HEITMANN: If that is so I
recognise there is a necessity for going
on with the wvork. But even so it seems
to me there are other lines -which should
be carried out, and in the building of
which this money could be used with
greater advantage to the State. As a
matter of fact they are not likely to
seriously begin the Trans-Australian -rail-
way for some months to come. Although
we were promised it five or six mouths
ago no start has been made as yet.

The Premier: We have to get the
material over our section before they, can
start.

Mr. HEiITMANW: Thea they will
start in about two years' time.

The Premier: No, a start will be made
in five months' time.

Mr. HJEITMANN: That is, a start will
be made to carry the material in five
months' time.

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. HIMTMANN: Well, temporary

work will have to be done, muchi as we
mnay try to avoid it by the construction
of this railway. We should be very care-
ful, indeed, with the expenditure of
loan moneys. It is unfortunate that we
should be running to this expenditure,
and I really think the work should be
carried out by the Federal Government.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):-
I agree with the member for Cue that it
would be very much better from tlm stand-
point of this State if the Federal Gov-
ernment would undertake the construction
of this railway from Kalgoorlie to Fre
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mantle; hut the fact remains that they
have not offered to do it, while, on the
other hand, previous State Governments
have given them definite assurances that
we would] be ready to undertake the con-
strurtion of the line from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie whenever they were read 'y to
undertake the eonstruction of the section
from Port Augusta. At the Premiers'
Conference wve attempted to discuss the
question of bow far the Federal authori-
ties should assist the State in bringing
about a uniform gauge of 4 feet 81/2
inches, but unfortunately the conference
decided that the question was not within
the realm of practical p)olitics at the pre-
sent time, although "'e pointed out that
it was seriously affectig us because* we
bad decided to; conitinu the 4 feet WI/2
inch gauge from Kalgoorlie to the coast,
as othierwise the big railway wvould be of
very little use to us. They pointed out
that ultimately the Commonwealth would
have to recoup this State on the basis
of whatever assistance was given to the
other States in bringing about uniformity
of gauge. I want to ask would it be fair
for the present Government, owing to
the large demand for the expenditure of
loan moneys in many directions in differ-
ent parts of the State, to refuse to keep
the honourable, compact entered into with
the Federal Govrnment, a compact which
undoubtedly had a great deal to do with
inducing the Federal Parliament to pass
the Trans-Australian Railway Bill? It
is all attitnde my Government are not pre-
pared to adopt. We regard it as an hon-
ourable compact. and we are going to keep
faith with it. The question arises as to
whether it is advisable that we should
proceed immediately' with this work, or
delay it to a future date, which some hon.
members think would do just as well. I
want to point out, as the Minister for
Works has already done, that this ques-
tion has been thoroughly thrashed out
with the Working Railways and the de-
partnmental engineers, and the Working
Railways in particular intimated that
unless we did something in this direction
we wourd have to expend some £50,000 to
put in crossing loops on the line in order
that we might carry the railway material
required by the Commonwealth Govern-

went for the newv railway, and that that
expenditure would in the cad be abso-
lately lost. We concluded that it would]
be better to expend the mn ey on a per-
manient railway vrhan that it should hea
ultIimately lost to uts, in wich event we
would still have the permlanient work to
do. We hope very shortly to ask Parlia-
ment for authority for the construction
of a further portion of the line westward
The greatest pressure of all will be be-
twveea Northen and 'Merredin, but the
question as% to whether the line should be
constructed between North~am and Merre-
din cannot be decided until the whole
route from Merredin to the sea-board has
been resolved upon. We must first of all
decide the question as lo where and how
we are going to get through the ranges
before we can afford to conic any farther
westward from Merredin. In the mesa-
time we can arrange for crossing- loops,
and thus avoid a considerable expendi-
hire. But, as I say, the greatest pressure
will be between Northamn and Merredin,
owing to the huge harvests expected this
season and the next. While giving appro-
val in general terms to the Bill the hon.
member for Northam tied to make capital
out of the fact that the money could he
better expended in developingl the coun-
try. That cry conies very well from the
member for Northam, who was a member
on the Cabinet which, on the 28th July,
1910, presented a Governor's Speech
wherein they told Parliament. per medium
of the Governor, that they were not pre:
pared to wait any longer for the Federal
Government to construct the railway, but
wvere themselves determined to construct
the whole length from Fremantle to the
border. Surely if the hion. member was
sincere in the remarks he made on the
present debate hie should, two years ago,
have foreseen the necessity of going cau-
tiously. I stated at the time that it was
mere claptrap put ini the Governor's
Speech with a view to belittling the Fed-
eral Government. which happened to be a
Labour Govermnent. Since hearing the
member for Northam on this Bill I am
more than over convinced that the Govern-
ment of which he was a member had no
intention of putting that threat into effect,
mnd that if the Federal authorities bad
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said "Very well, we do not propose to
construct the railway" they would have
dropped the proposal at once. In fact
when thle Loan Estimates came dowvn that
Year they contained no provision for the
expenditure of a single shilling on the
construction of such a railway, nor did
the Government subsequently ask for any
such authority. We do not know what
action the Federal Government are going
to take regarding the construction of
their portion of this railway, but we are
concerned, however, with our ability to
'Comply with the agreement to keep them
supplied with material in order to expe-
dite the construction of that railway. It
is for this we are asking Parliamentary
authority. We are determined, so far as
is humanly possible, to carry that material
over our railway with a v'iew to expediting
the construction of the line. The hon.
member asked whether wve proposed to put
down powellised karri sleepers or jarralt
sleepers. We will Put down powellised
kern sleepers if we fail get them at less
cost than the jarrab, because we are con-
vinced that they are equally as good a,.
if not better than, jarrnh.

Ali. Dooley: If they will withstand the
white ants.

The PREMIER: There is no doubt
Aot their withstanding the white ants,
and I can assure the member for Gerald-
ton that as at Government wve are con-
cerned about our timber industry and the
very real asset it is to the State. We are
not taking up the attitude that because
Pariculatr firms are operating on jarrah
we are going to exclude our karri. We
have magnificent karri forests, and we
have no objection to using powellised
kzarn as freely as jarrah, and therefore
we propose to put in that class of timber
if it is available. I have no desire to de-
cry jarrab, for it has amply proved its
worth, but I regret that some so-called
friends ot Western Australia have done
their utmost to prevent this Sate from
supplying sleepers to the trans-Australian
railway. Apparently their desire is to
assist the firms operating on jarrab. and
in their attempt to prevent the karri from
comning into competition with the jarrab
suppled by tb',se firms, they bare sought

to prevent the large amount of money to
be paid for these sleepers from coming
into Western Australia and to divert it to
some other part of the Comomnwealth, if
not to some other part of the world. Bat
I am pleased~ to say they have not been
successful, although they were prepared to
moave heaven and earth in their desire. I
will say, further, that had it not been that
a Labour Government was in powver in
the Federal Parliament, a Labour Gov-
ernment that knew no parochial interests,
this State would never have secured that
contract. The Federal Government were
not concerned about any big combines,
and I air pleased to say' that that con-
tract alone will bring a quarter of
a million of money into the State which
might easily have gone elsewvhere. Nor
does the contract mean the supply of
.sleepers only, for the carriage of that
material over our- railways will bring anl
enormous soul into the coffers of the
State to assist in developing our indus-
tries. That is what we had in view
when we put in our tender for the sup-
lily of sleepers. The question of the
tightness of the mnoney market is receiv-
ing the altenltion of Treasurers in all the
States of the Commonwealth; butl surely
the member for Northam would not ask
us as a Government to ref use to go on
with necessary* public works because of
this disahilily. Would hie urge ta
should keel) ol the market becauise, in
eounonon withI other Treasurers, I hale to
pay, a little miore for the money just
now? This country needs the money to
such anl extent that it would be wrong
to evade the responsibility of securing
it, that is, so long as we are not, by
virtue of the fact that we need it. com-
pelled to pay more for it than we would
otherwise have to do. The State ra-
quireq developing and, as I said at Al-
balny', if we were to comply merely with
the earnest requests made by, members of
Parliament alone, we would require six
millions of loan mnoney'. Then 'vp are
told we ought to prevent the exlfenldi-
ture of [ln moneys. We are going, to
prevent it. as far as possible, except on
reproductive works. This work will be
reproductive. because instead of' spend-
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ing that £C60,000 odd which would even-
tually be lost to us, we will save it by
constructing a line long promised by
this State to the Federal Government
conditionally on their undertaking the
construction of the Trans-Australian
railway. And that is the reason why we
have asked that it should receive urgent
attention. 1 am satisfied that eventually
Parliament, and the State as a whole,
will appreciate the action of the Govern-
ment in undertaking this work as early
as possible, in order to prevent the ex-
penditure of a large sum of money
which. undoubtedly, will be saved in the
long run.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE (Katanning) : It
is not my intention to speak at any
length, but there is one little matter up-
on which T would like the Minister for
Works to give us some little information
when replying, aid that is in connection
with the conversion of an order for 601b.
rails to 801b. rails. I take it the Minister
will assure us that the conversion of this
order is not going to in any way delay
the wvorks that are already in hand, and
on which it is intended to use 601b.
rails. I am referring to the Wickepin-
Merredin railway.

The Minister for Works: Those rails
are landed now.

Mr. A. I, PIESSE: I am also re-
ferring to the proposed relaying of the
second section of the Great Southern
line from Kattanning to Albany. For
many years we have waited for this
very necessary work, and we are looking
forward to a more expeditions train ser-
vice, and I hope the Minister will assure
us that this work is not going to be de-
layed by the conversion of the order. We
must all congratulate the Government
upon the expedition with which they are
dealing with this Fremantle-Kalgoorlie
section. It is to be regretted that our
loan expenditure will be greatly in-
creased within the near future, and I call
only express the hope that the develop-
ment of the country in other directions
is not going to be seriously retarded by
the raising of such a large sum of money
to carry out this necessary work. I con-
gratulate the Govermnent upon their

efforts to get on with the laying of this
section of the Transcontinental line at
the earliest possible moment.

Mr. MONGER: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . .

Noes .. . .25

Majority against

Mr.
Mr.
Mr .
.Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Alle
Lefry
Male
Mi tchell
Mlouser

Angwtn
Bath
Collier
Dlooley
Dwyer
Foley
Gardiner
Gill
Green
lludsou
.Tohnson
J'ohnston
Lewis

tma
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
NJr.
M r.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

17

A. . Plenae
A. N. Piesse

McDon aid
Mcn oweall

Mullany
O'Loghlen
Seaddan
B. J. Stubbs
Swan
Taylor
Thomas
'lurvey
Underwood
Heltman

(yeller).

Motion thus negatived.

Air. -MONGER (York) : 'My only
reason for moving the adjournment of
the debate was in order to allow the
leader of the Opposition to be present,
to give all expression of his opinion up-
on this very important measure. I un-
derstand from a member on this side of
the House that the leader of the Opposi-
-tion is absolutely in accord with the Bill,
practically as introduced by the Minister
for Works, but in his absence through in-
disposition I think it would hare been
only courteous in the circumstances for
the Premier to have agreed to my sug-
gestion.

The Premier: But your deputy leader
spoke.

Mr. MONGER: I do object to the
innuendoes that are made on every 0c-
casion when I rise to speak or to move
the adjournment of the House--remarks
of the kind that were allowed to emanate
ftbmu the Premier this evening.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hen.
member should have taken exception to
the remarks at the tme.

The Premier: There was nothing he
could have takien exception to.

Mr. MNONGER: Even now, at this
thirteenth hour, I will ask the Minister
for Works, before winding up the second
residing debate upon this important men-
ttire, to allow the leader of the Opposi-
dion to be in his, place to make any com-
ment he may think dlesirable on this
Bill.

Mr. LEWIS (Canning): I welcome the
introduction of this measure as another
evidence that the advent -of a national
progressive party in Australia has brought
about the consummation of the true
Federal spirit in the linking of East and
West together. The member for Cue
was somewhat pessimistic in referring
to the obligations which the Bill would
entail by necessitating the borrowing
of a large awn of money to carry out
this work. But experience throughout
Australia has proved that it is absolutely
essential, in order to develop not only
this State but also other States, to carry
Out the construction of railways which
in a short period of time, prove repro-
ductive and ultimately bring about vast
development. I sincerely hope that the
Government will. not continue to con-
struct the broad gauge line parallel with
the existing railway to the Eastern
Goldfields, but will strike out, and con-
tinue its construction through new coun-
try which will be thereby opened up. The
minise has put up a good argument
in favour of this Bill in the fact that it
will obviate the heavy expenditure that
would be incurred in the provision of
temporary crossings and sidings in con-
nection with the conveying of material
required for the Transcontinental line.
In the event of the broad gauge line
being taken along the route of the present
railway, there can be no fuarther neces-
sityv for the present line to remain, be-
cause even the most enthusiastic sup-
porter of that route cannot conotend that
the present traffic, or that which will be
created, will be sufficient to occupy both
lines Two, or even a dozen lines will
not create more traffic, because it is not

the fact of railways competing with oe
another that creates traffic, but rather
the opening up and development of
our resources, and the production
of more from the soil by the giv.
ing of proper tranarort facilities, in
order to encourage settlement and do-
velopmen#-. I repeat that should the
broad gauge line be constructed parallel
with the existing line, the narrow one
must be done away with, and we will
then, have a break a! gauge on all branch
lines, which will necessitate these beinxg
worked as a separate system All june.
tions with diverging lines must then he.
come cosnging stations for both goods
and passenger tiafflo, tnereby causing
more confusion and greater delay and
expense to the travelling public. Each
and every line must then have work-
shops to suit its individual necessities,
as well as separate engines and rolling
stock to work the traffic. If, on the
otner hand, this line is separated from
the present system no injury .will be
done to any of the others. The need
for the construction of this line provides
a splendid opportunity for the remaining
portion to open up a new track, thus
giving railway conveniences to parts of
the State that are now languishing for
want of them. There is an immense belt
of country between York and Narrogin
on the Great Southern line, and also
between Armadale and Pinjarra on the
South-Western line, in which there are
wonderful possibilities that can be de-
veloped by railway communication. We
can also secure a better grade than we
would have over the Darling Range on
our existing lines, and if neessary we
could have the 20 chain radius curves,
whereas on the existing line we have in
many instances eight to ten chain radius
curves, I am also pleased in connec-
tion with the introduction of the measure
that the Working Railways can carry
out this work, iv fact, I believe the Work-
ing Railways; could construct many of
our lines much more effectively and turn
out the work better than the Public
Works Department can. They have
the practi-mi knowledge, and we have
found from experience in connection
with the construction of a !ertsin line, the
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Pinjara to Marrinup line, that after the
Working Railways had taker, it over
the expenditure of a large sum of money
was necessary to properly ballast, and
equip the line so that it could carry oat
the work required of it. I am pleased
that this Bill has been introduced, for
it proves that our party at present are
ailive to the interests of this great con-
tinent, and have brought this work,
which has been dangling before the eyes
of the people of this State for many years.
to a practical issue.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): I would
like to add a word of congratulation to-
the (lovernment on bringing down this
Bill at an early date. 1 think that,
considering the Government would like
to have conserved the money for other
important work, they deserve the con-
gr atulations of the House in. comning
down so early with the Bill to carry
out the promises given by previous
G4overnmnents and thus doing what L
necessary to consummate this Federal
spirit. The people of Western Aus-
tralia have long been crying out for a
railway to connect the east with the
west, to consmrnate the tie which has
so far been broken. Something has been
said with regard to doing this from a
sentimental reason only. I think there
is something greater than that. With-
out this railway we are practically cut
off from the Eastern. States. With the
railway we shall be connected, and, if
for no other purpose, we require it for
defence. I hope we shall not urgently
require it for defence purposes, but the
day may come quicker than we expect.
AXthough the railway will cost a con-
siderable sum, we might bear in mind
that the circulation of the money will
bring with it very great prosperity and
advantages to this State. I hope that
even now the Federal Governent may
see some wray of coming to the assistance
of this State which has done so much in
the past for the sister States in the direc-
tion of providing such an immense mar-
ket for their products. The State of
Western Australia to my mind has, since
the discovery of gold, provided one of
the finest markets possible for the Eastern
States, and there is no doubt that, had-

we kept out of Federation, the terms we
could have made would have been very
much better. However, we are in it, -
and everyone is looking forward to the
consummation by connecting the rail-
ways. I do sincerely congratulate the
Government on having taken the matter
in hand so early to give effect to the
wishes of the people ar'd fulfl the pro-
maises made by the previous Govern-
ments.

Mr.- E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
'Narrogin): I must say I am pleased to
be in Parliament when a section of this
great Trans-Australian railway is being
approved by this House and I am, also
pleased to be a member of the Labour
party and to know that the Labour party
ar in power in the Federal arena and
also in the State arena and responsible
for the construction of this great national
work, so long promised, so long desfiad,
but never attained until the people's
party got into full control of Australiani
politics. At the same time, I must say
I share the feelings of regret which have
been expressed by other members that
the Federal Government is not building
this railway right through from Port
Augusta to Fremantle. We all know that
it was held out to the people of West-
ern Australia as an inducement to enter
the Federation. We would have entered
into the Federation in any ease, I think,
but it was held out as an. inducement
that this Trains-Australian railway con-
necting the east with the west should be,
built by the Federal Government. and it
is disappointing now to find that we have
to spend a couple of million pounds to
build the section from Kalgoorlie to
Fremanitle. The work is a national one,
req uired for the purpose of defence and
I say the Federal Government should
bear the cost of the construction and
should retain the control of the railway
right through from Fremantle to Port
Augusta and also from Port Augusta
to the Pacific Ocean. If my memory
serves me right, I believe a previous
Federal flovernineut offered to build
the railway right through, but that
the offer was refused at that time
because there was some jealousy about
the Federal Government owining a rail-
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way between the rich Eastern Goldfields
and the coast of Western Austraiam If
this is so, I would like to ask the Minister
for Works, even at this late hour and
without delaying the work of construc-

,tieD it arrangements could not be made
for the Federal Government to bear the
expense and to own the railway proposed
on the broad gauge between Rai.
goorlie and Frema~ntle. When Parlia-
ment in 1903 passed a Bill which
became Act No. 4 of that year,
promising to build this railway, the esti-
mated cost was put down at two million
pounds, and I must say when I look at
the huge undeveloped spaces, in thids
State, and when I know the number of
people on the land in Western Australia,
in want of light agricultural railways and
'having to wait for them, I regret the ex.
penditure of this two million pounds
which, if spent on State development
would build over a thousand miles of
light agricultural railways. I hope even
now that one day, if not at once, the
Federal Government will take over this
railway from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle,
and will repay to this State the amout
we are now forced to expend which we
do willingly in most respects, if at the
same time somewhat reluctantly from the
financial aspect. I hope that in regard
to the section between Merredin and
Freinantle the Government will, if pos-
sible, see that when the Bill for that sec-
tion is introduced, it will follow a route
which will open tip new country. We
are forced into this great expenditure,
and I take it that at least three-quarters
of a million of money will have to be
spent on the building of the 4ft. 84in.
"gauge railway from Fremantle to Kal-
goor-lie. I say to the Government that
this country cannot afford to spend
that money if the new line is to be laid
down alongside the existing railway,
when for the same expenditure we could
run it along a different route and open
UP new agricultural areas right through
from Merredin to Fremantle.

Air- Turvey -You would like the
Narrogin-Arinadale route?

Mr&. E. B. JOHMSTON: I would like
to see the Narrogin-Arinadale route
adopted, but I am not parochial on that

point. I think the Arrnadale-Nan-ogin
route is the proper route for this line
to take, and I want to see done whatever
is the best [or Western Australia, and I
want above all, to see that that money
opens up fresh agricultural areas and is
not spent to lay another railway along-
side the existing rails. I have much
pleasure in supporting the second reading
of this important and historic measure.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

The INISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply):± I expected that this Bill would
meet with a good reception, because we
are simply carrying out and giving effect
to promises made by succeeding GJovern-
ments. We have passed the stage when
we can question the wisdom of doing so.
IPersonally I have my own views on the
matter, and I held them at the time the
James Government introduced the Bill
giving the guarantee, but at the same
time, we, as the Government, mus~t recog-
nise that the people of Westernj Australia
gave an assurance, and on that assurance
the Federal authorities have undertaken
the construction of this line. There are
one or two points in reference to the Bill
with which 1 wish to deal. The question
of the deviation is one. It is true that
we are asking for a deviation of ten miles-
I do not think that that deviation will be
necessary, but the engineers p)oint out
that to get a one in eighty grade, even
on the existing flune will present some
difficulties, and it may be necessary to go
around these obstacles which might entail
a deviation of ten miles, and, as a comn-
sequence, they say that to be on the safe
side, it is better to put that provision for
deviation in the Bill. The member for
Northjam stated that we should not in-
chude provisions for deviations in all1
Bills for railway construction. I am
prepared to admit that. Previous to
taking a portfolio I expressed the
opinion that it was wrong to present
a Bill to Parliament without indicat-
ing exactly where the line was to
be constructed, and the Government
have endeavoured to overcome that
diffiulty by sending out surveyors in
anticipation of Bills being passed. -We
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are proposing to extend the Bolgart line
and that line is being surveyed so that
we can definitely state where the roate
will be. The same applies to the Cow.
cowing-Mount MNarshall line, and in re-
gard to the Wagin west line the same
steps will be taken. In connection with
the line under consideration, we have
not had time to survey it end we cannot
say what deviations will be necessary.
Consequently, we are asking Parliament
to give us that right though I do not
anticipate, and I am basing my opinion
on the statements of the E~ngineer-in-
Chief, that a ten or even five miles de-
viation will be necessary. Raving ad-
nitted that a deviation is necessary, and
we say it is necessary to deviate from
the existing line to get a one in eighty
grade, it may be necessary to resume
land. I do not think that a deviation
will be necessary in any of these settled
parts, but, in the majority of places,
deviation will occur in the goldfields area
where we will, be dealing with Crown
lands. flowerer, there may be devia-
tions in other places which will necessitate
resumptions, and we are simply asking
for this provision in the Bill. The hon,
member raised an important question as
to whether we intend to use powellised
karri sleepers, and I have no hesitation
in saying definitely that we wil if we can
get them in time, because we believe
they are the better class of sleeper.
There is no question about that. The
powellised karri is supposed to have the
life of a jarrah sleeper, and. this con-
elusion is arrived at after thorougch ex-
periments have been made. Karri iM
the better timber for sleepers, because
the main difficulty with jarrah is that
the dlog spikes do not hold, and conse-
quently jarrah gives trouble at various9
-eriods, whereas with karri once the
dog spike is put in it is there for all time.
That is one of the advantages of karri
over jarrah, and then, having the powel-
lining process, the life of karri is said by
experts, whose statements I am pre-
pared to accept, to be equal to that of
jarrab. Consequently we believe karri
to be a better timber for sleepers, and
we will use it, but -we want to get on with
this line in order to make it -possible for

us to start carrying pewellised sleepers
and rails for the Federal people. Oor4-
sequently We may not be able to get the,
karri sleepers ready, and we will have to
use a considerable amount of jerrab
sleepers for this portion of the line. T.
agree with the member for Northamn
when he says that the people should
know exactly the responsibility they are
taking in building this section of the line.
I would be pleased if I could accept the
hon. member's figures as to the cost of
the line being two million pounds. I
believe it will be more. No doubt it is
a huge expenditure, but this will not, be
done in a day or a year. In building
this portion of the line -we are taking on
a responsibility of building the whole of
it, but the responsibility was taken long
before this Bill was introduced. We
are pledging the country to an expen-
diture of over two million pounds, but
it has to be faced, and I believe the State
is capable of carrying it, though there
will be difficulties in raising the money.
There are difficulties throughout the-
world to-day in raising money ; it is not
so cheap as it was some years ago. But
we have to overcome these difficulties. and
we will overcome thorn, and we will have
sufficient capital to build the line. I
believe that when it is built Western
Australia will prosper to a greater ex-
tent than it has done so far. An was-
pointed out last night, we want to ex-
pedite the measure because it is neces-
nary to get going if we are to carry the
material for the Federal line. The
member for York mentioned the absence
of the leader of the Opposition. I re-
gret that he is not present, but I think
the hon. member is correct when he nays.
that the Bill has met with the endorse-
meat of the leader of the Opposition.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comnmittee.

3Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2, and 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Power to Governor to com-
pulsorily purchase land within 1J5 miles
of railways
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Hon. S. MITCHELL: This was the
usual clause provided in railway Bills
for lines built into new country which
added to the value of land, but in this
ease we were practically duplicating an
existing line and not increasing the value
of the adjoining land. There was not
much land held under conditional pur-
chase or freehold along this railway.
The clause was hardly necessary.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause was not so necessary as it was in
other Hills, but it was a precautionary
measure, though advantage might not
be taken of it. As a matter of fact, there
was probably not an instance on record
where advantage had been taken of a
similar clause in other Bills.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The power to
resume would be held over people for
three years.. If the clause was not
necessary it should not appear in the
Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
power was given to deviate ten miles it
was an indication this would not be
an absolutely parallel line; and though
the deviation would probably not be
more than five miles, if land had to be
acquired for the purpose there was
necessity for the clause. At any rate
it was a precaution it was advisable to
take where there was likely to be a de-
viation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Where people
had land that was not being used it
might well be restumed, but where a line
was being duplicated it would be wrong
for the Minister to retain paragraph (a)
which formed part of the clause. There
was no desire for a feeling of uncertainty
to get abroad and that would certainly
follow if the clause was retained. This
was not on all-fours, with other railway
propositions which had been before the
House.

The Minister for Mines: There may be
cause for deviation and we want power
to resume, in the event of a new town-
ship springing up. , , ,III

Hon. J1 MITCHELL: That power was
given in Clause 5.

1The Minister for Mines: No, in Clause

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: The clause might
well appear somewhere else, or it might
be limited by striking out paragraph (a).
The Government were setting up a pre-
cedent that would be wrong. It really
set up an authority that the Government
had no right to ask.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The clause
was a most valuable one, and ought to
appear in all railway Bills. The mem-
ber for Northam was more concerned
about the Bill that would be introduced
presently for the construction of the
railway from Merredin to Fremantle,
rather than the Hill under consideration.

The CHAIRMLAN: The hon. member
should not impute motives.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The desire of
the member for Northam as a matter of
public policy was that this clause should
be struck out of the Bil,

The CHLAIRMAN: The hon. member
was still imputing motives.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There was no
desire on his part to do that. What
he wished to imply was that the member
for Northam was zealous for the interests
of the land holders in his constituency,
and might be affected by the clause if it
was included in the measure that would
be introduced later on for the construc-
tion of a railway through his constituency
from Merredin to Fremantle. The mem-
ber for Northam, claimed credit for
having introduced this particular clause
in other railway Bills. Hle would inform
the hon. member however, that the clause
was contained in the Collie-Nartrogin
railway Bill, which was approved by
Parliament long before the hon. member
was elected. He (Mr. Johnston) had
recommended Governments with which
the member for Northam had been
associated to resume large, empty estates
at the Williams, and which could have
been resumed under that clause, but the
hon. member's Government never adopted
that recommendation, and although he
said now it was a good clause he never
availed himself of the power to exercise
it while he was in office.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: So far as his
electorate was concerned, all the land
adjacent to the railway was improved,
and had been put to its full use, and it
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was not likely to be affected by the
clause. The Surveyor General had in
structions to report or cause a report to
be made in regard to all land adjacent
to any new railway that might be laid
down.

Hon. H. B. LEPROY: If a man was
not improving his land the Government
should have power to resume, but this
clause gave the Government too much
power He understood that the clause
was contained in all railway Bills, but
it seemed to himn that it placed too much
power in. the hands of the Government,
because it enabled the Government to
compulsorily purchase land, whichi a
man may have lived ont for a lifetimie,
and on which hie might desire his children
to live. That was a wrong principle and
he objected to it. It was not usual when
in the past railways were built to agri-
tural districts to make a provision such
as the one proposed. It was a wrong
policy for a man to be compelled to give
up his holding. It would, perhaps,
be justifiable if the land were required for
some public purpose, but the clause pro-
vided for taking land from one man and
giving it to another to be used for pre-
cisely the same purpose as the original
owner had used it.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5, 0-agreed to.
Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment;

and the report adapted.

Housqe udjoevtrned at 10-54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: By-law

of the Broad Arrow toads board.
By the Premier: Annual report of the

Chief Tnspec~tor of Liquors. to 30th June,
1912.

By Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary
Minister):- Inspector's report on dairies
(ordered on motion by Mr. Lander).

QUESTION - TI-MBER. BEGUTJA-
TI ONS, SAWMILL PERMIT.

Mr. O'rLOGHLEN asked the M1inister
for Lands: 1, Is hie aware that sawmill
permit No. 35/f1. containing 6000 acres,
was granted to the Timber Corporation OIL
141th Jlmy. 19093 2. Is lie aware that
regulation No. 27, gazetted on the 27'-t1
March, 1910, provides that operations
must be commenced within six months
after approval? 3, Has the sawmill per-
init mentioned been liable to fnrfeiture9
4, What reason has been given by the
company concerned for their failure to
observe the regulations?

The MIXiSTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, 'No. 4, The
Regulations are being complied with. The
area was approved on tie understanding
that the mill erected near Oreenbushes
was of sufflcient capacity to hold the land
granted as Sawmilling Permit 'No. 3341.-
it being considered nec-essary to make the
Corporation erect anther mill. The Cor-
poration also relinquished for selection a
considerabte area of the land held tinder
timber lease in exchange for the area
ranted under sawmill permit.
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